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Let me give you a bri
NY and was given a pa
$4e,eee in interest.
r ecei ved my M.A. in I
fini shing in December

My total debt adds up
countless jobs and f e
"yes" . The most recen
working two waitressi

, and I understand we are to email the Department of Ed ucation at this
dent loan pol icies.

f overview of my s ituation. I come from a low- i ncome area of upstate,
tial scholarship t o St. Lawrence University, where I accrued about
hinking the best next step for me would be t o go t o graduate school I
t e rn at i onal Relations from The Maxwell School at Syracuse University,
2ee8 . I left this school with an additional $4e,eee in debt.

t o a bi t ove r $8e,000 wi th i nterest accruing daily. I have applied to
lowships, somet i mes being a fina list, but never receiving the coveted
fel lowship I applied to had over 700 applications. Right now, I am

g jobs, trying to save money.

t s, per month, ar e supposed to be a little over $900/mo. On a
even a $35,000/yr NGO worker's salary) that i s a hearty payment to
the loan companies and asked for a different payment plan . If I,
amount per month (whi ch i s the l east amount I can pay) I will accr ue

in interest throughout the course of my loan r epayment.

Mt st udent loan payme
wai t r ess i ng sal ar y (0
have to make . I calle
instead , pay half tha

, addi t i onal $80,e00
\ '----

My $80,000 in borrowe loans will tu rn into $160,e00 . That is unfair and unf orgi vabl e . We, as
a nation, tout the be efits and importance of educat ion, let do not help l ow- income families
wi t h that oppor t uni t y Many of my high school colleague s did not go to college becau se t hey
did not want to be in t he same situation that I am i n right now. An M. A. should be getting me
t hrough the doors of any organizations, but with so few jobs, people with Ph.D. ' s are
applying for ent ry- Ie el administrative positions. And even if I were to j oin the Peace Corp
- t hey only remove 300 of my Perkins l oan, wh ic h would be $3,000 - I would ac crue the same
amount of interest!

St . Lawr ence now cost about $5e,000/yr, with Syracuse being even more expensive - $15,eee
schol ars hi ps do not h Ip much when there i s an additional $35,000 l eft to pay.

Now to the crux of t
economy again by inc
fo rgive . Forgive a 1
no money to burn, to
i n a business, or to
probably the next 20
out of my hand?

I appreciate the edu
who can't pay their
an NGO j ob i n a f ore

yments ? I got th i s
~~tter at my j ob, bu

e i ssue : policy chang es . If t he government wants to jump start t he
ea sing spendi ng and helping out smal l businesses there i s one choi ce 
rg e portion of people with debt over $40,000 - maybe even l ower. I have
spend, to give to charit ies, to buy a home, to get a new car, to invest
i nvest in anything. I wil l cont i nue t o not have that kind of money f or
years. How am I to save up for a retirement when $900 a month goes right

ation I have and t he aid I was given, but there are so very many people
tudent loan debt and feel t r apped by i t. I know I do - coul d I even t ake
gn count r y where I get paid lit tle money i f I can ' t make my monthly
educat i on so t hat I coul d he l p other people more eff ectively and be

now I can't even help myself .
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and very few students t oday do either . I hope the Department of Education takes
and tries to help us . any recent and past graduates need a little forgiveness,

ever .
(
·'-'Thank you and kindest egards,

myself into,
us seriously
now more than
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