U.S. Department of Education 

Major Information Systems*
System Name:  
Central Processing System (CPS)

Principal Office:
Federal Student Aid

System Description:

The Central Processing System (CPS) is the automated system that processes all applications for federal student aid, calculates financial aid eligibility, and notifies students and educational institutions of the results of the eligibility calculation. The scope of the CPS contract includes imaging and data capture of paper applications; developing and managing the mainframe eligibility determination system, Web-based applications and services, and PC-based financial aid software; printing and mailing eligibility documents; Participation Management for FSA’s Title IV programs; and providing call center and technical help desk support. The CPS also interfaces with other internal and external business processes to service the student aid lift cycle needs of aid recipients and delivery partners. 

System Name:  
Common Origination and Disbursement (COD)
Principal Office:
Federal Student Aid

System Description:

The COD system processes Federal financial aid programs for Title IV schools for the U.S. Department of Education, Office of Federal Student Aid (FSA).  The COD processing system initiates, tracks and disburses funds to eligible students and schools for the following financial aid programs:

· Pell Grant

· Direct Loan

The COD application streamlines participation in the various financial aid programs by combining the screens for the individual financial aid programs and creating one single process for schools to obtain financial aid for their students.  COD also supports FSA’s objective of achieving an enterprise-wide solution that provides real-time data to students, schools, and financial partners via web portals.  In addition, the COD solution will provide FSA with cost efficiencies.

System Name:
Direct Loan Consolidation System (DLCS)

Principal Office:
Federal Student Aid

System Description:
The DLCS supports borrowers’ requests for loan consolidations and for the disbursement of loan funds. The DLCS system database assists in tracking information pertinent to the borrower, as well as loan disbursement information during the life of the loan. 
System Name:  
Direct Loan Servicing System (DLSS)
Principal Office:
Federal Student Aid

System Description:

The Direct Loan Program (DLP) activities center around four main entities: schools,
DLSS, loan operation center, and ED Headquarters.  Schools have the primary responsibility for originating loans and disbursing funds.  The DLSS, operational since 1994, is at the center of all DLP functions.  It interacts with both participating institutions and other ED systems, and serves as a filter for data exchanges between schools and ED.  The Utica Processing and Imaging Center (UPIC) and its partner site in Bakersfield, California provide loan processing, customer service, and loan collection support, while ED has primary responsibility for the implementation, operation and oversight of the Direct Loan Program. ED is also the provider of the funds loaned to borrowers participating in the program.

System Name:  
Financial Management System (FMS)
Principal Office:
Federal Student Aid


System Description:
FMS is a subsidiary ledger to the Department of Education core financial system.

FMS is an integrated Financial Management System, utilizing Oracle Federal Financials,

that incorporates full financial business functionality, including General Ledger and

Accounts Payables and Accounts Receivables, across multiple Federal Student Aid (FSA) program areas. FMS supports FSA Channels, Enterprise areas, and Partners and provides timely and consistent financial data for strategic decision making. In addition, FMS provides FSA with a fully auditable accounting system with appropriate security, controls, and audit trails. 
System Name:  
National Student Loan Data System (NSLDS)
Principal Office:
Federal Student Aid


System Description:


NSLDS is the first comprehensive national database of information about the Federal financial aid history of recipients of student financial assistance authorized under Title IV of the Higher Education Act of 1965, as amended. As the central database for all Title IV student financial aid, NSLDS stores information about loans, grants, students, borrowers, lenders, guaranty agencies (GAs), schools, and servicers. It provides an integrated view of Title IV loans and grants during all stages of their life cycle from aid approval through disbursement, repayment, delinquency, and closure.

System Name:  
Postsecondary Educational Participants System (PEPS)
Principal Office:
Federal Student Aid


System Description:

The Postsecondary Education Participants System (PEPS) enables Federal Student Aid (FSA) within the Department of Education (ED) to effectively administer its Title IV responsibilities relative to constituent eligibility, certification, and regulatory compliance. 

PEPS contains data pertaining to school eligibility, certification, demographics, financial statements, reviews, audits, default rates and administrative actions data.  

System Name:  
Student Aid Internet Gateway (SAIG)
Principal Office:
Federal Student Aid


System Description:

SAIG promotes the electronic exchange of Title IV information over the Internet by providing telecommunications support and “electronic mailboxes” for the delivery and receipt of this information between Title IV applications and user organizations.
System Name:  
Virtual Data Center (VDC)
Principal Office:
Federal Student Aid

System Description:

The VDC serves as the host facility for FSA systems that process student financial aid applications (grants, loans, and work-study), provides schools and lenders with eligibility determinations, and support payments from and repayment to lenders.

System Name:  
Education Central Automated Processing System (EDCAPS)
Principal Office:
Office of the Chief Financial Officer

System Description:

EDCAPS is the Department’s effort to streamline its core management work processes.  The Department upgraded and consolidated three legacy accounting and financial systems to form EDCAPS.  Previously, the Department used legacy mainframe systems to process account and financial transactions.  

EDCAPS provides the following functions:

· General ledger - Preparation of financial statements and reconciliation of general balances with subsystems maintained in program areas and Treasury

· Funds management - Budget formulation, budget execution, and funds control

· Grants pre- and post-award processing, including grant payment processing

· Contract pre- and post-award processing

· Receivable management

· Cost management

· Recipient management

· Administrative processes (e.g., purchasing, travel, and miscellaneous payments)
System Name:  
Department of Education Network  (EDNet)

Principal Office:
Office of the Chief Information Officer

System Description:

EDNet is the infrastructure that supports primary IT services for the Department of Education and is considered a general support system.  EDNet serves as the chief communications link between Headquarters’ offices and the various regional and satellite offices.  
* A “major information system,” as defined by OMB Circular A-130, is an information system that “requires special management attention because of its importance to an agency mission; its high development, operating, or maintenance costs; or its significant role in the administration of agency programs, finances, property, or other resources.”
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