HIGHLIGHTS OF NEW JERSEY’S ESEA FLEXIBILITY REQUEST

COLLEGE- AND CAREER-READY EXPECTATIONS FOR ALL STUDENTS
Commitment to Implementing Higher Standards: New Jersey adopted rigorous standards in English language arts and mathematics now in place in 45 other states and the District of Columbia.  New Jersey has a phased transition plan to implement the standards in the 2013-14 school year and administer assessments in the 2014-15 school year.  
Meeting the Needs of Students with Disabilities and English Learners:  New Jersey is developing a model curriculum aligned to the new college- and career-ready standards with particular attention to the needs of students with disabilities and English Learners. 

IMPROVED STATE AND DISTRICT ACCOUNTABILITY AND SUPPORT FOR ALL STUDENTS 

Transparently Reporting on Students’ Progress:  New Jersey plans to make publicly available easy-to-read, data-rich performance reports, so that teachers, parents, and the community can see exactly how their schools are performing and so that schools can identify problems and tailor solutions.  New Jersey will use individual student data as an “early warning system” to help educators identify struggling students who are not on-track for college-and-career readiness.

Ambitious Performance Targets:  New Jersey established new performance targets for reading and math based on reducing by half the percentage of students in the “all students” group and in each subgroup that are not proficient.
Renewed Focus on Closing Achievement Gaps:  New Jersey will identify the schools in the State with the greatest challenges for groups of students as “Focus schools” and design interventions to improve student performance.   Focus schools will work with Regional Achievement Centers to conduct a comprehensive needs analysis and design intervention strategies to meet the needs of low-performing subgroups.  New Jersey will also identify schools that are not identified as Focus schools but have a single persistently low-achieving subgroup for additional monitoring and assistance to ensure that the school receives the tools needed to improve the performance of that group of students.

Aggressive Plan for Turning Around the Lowest-Performing Schools:  New Jersey will identify the lowest-performing schools in the State as “Priority schools” and ensure that districts implement meaningful interventions in these schools.  Priority schools will be required to work with Regional Achievement Centers to design and implement a rigorous school turnaround model aligned with the turnaround principles.  All schools with a graduation rate below 75 percent will be identified as either a Priority school or a Focus school.  
Increased Accountability and Support for Districts:  Seven new Regional Achievement Centers will work aggressively with New Jersey’s lowest-performing schools and schools with the largest achievement gaps to identify school needs, develop school improvement plans, and implement evidence-based interventions targeted at the specific needs of students, including the needs of individual subgroups that are missing annual goals.

SUPPORTING EFFECTIVE INSTRUCTION AND LEADERSHIP

Assessing Performance using Multiple Valid Measures:  New Jersey is currently piloting a teacher and principal evaluation and support system in 10 districts and 19 schools.  New Jersey plans to pilot statewide starting next year, with full adoption of the new educator evaluation and support systems in the 2013-14 school year.

