Introduction


The Academic Competitiveness Grant (ACG) Program and National SMART Grant Program End-of-Year Report presents primary aspects of program activity for the 2009-2010 award year.

This presentation is a compilation of quantitative program data assembled to offer insights into the changes to the Title IV applicant universe and the ACG and National SMART Grant Programs.  

The Academic Competitiveness Grant (ACG) Program and National SMART Grant Program End-of-Year Report is produced by Vangent, Inc., under contract to the Office of Postsecondary Education of the U.S. Department of Education.  Comments, questions, or request for copies should be addressed to:

Mary A. Miller

U.S. Department of Education

Office of Postsecondary Education

1990 K Street, N.W.

Mail Stop 8540

Washington, D.C.   20006-8540

mary.miller@ed.gov
Copies of the End-of-Year Report can also be obtained on-line at:

http://www.ed.gov/finaid/prof/resources/data/ope.html
Databases for the End-of-Year Report Tables

All tables in the 2009-2010 End-of-Year Report are derived from a merged file containing Title IV applicant and Federal Pell Grant/ACG/National SMART Grant recipient data through January 2011.  The applicant data are from the student applications processed by the central processing system; recipient information is from the common origination and disbursement system.  

ACG Eligibility Requirements

To receive an ACG, a student must receive a Federal Pell Grant during the same payment period (e.g., semester);
· be a U.S. citizen;

· be a first-year or second-year full-time undergraduate student in a degree program at a two-year or four-year institution;

· have completed a rigorous secondary school program of study; and

· if a first-year student

· have completed secondary school after Jan. 1, 2006, and

· not, while in high school, have been enrolled in a postsecondary program with the intent to earn a degree or certificate

· if a second-year student

· have completed secondary school after Jan. 1, 2005, and

· have at least a 3.0 grade point average as of the end of his or her first academic year of undergraduate study.
The ACG will provide up to $750 for the first year of undergraduate study and up to $1,300 for the second year of undergraduate study to full-time students who are eligible for a Federal Pell Grant and who have successfully completed a rigorous high school program, as determined by the state or local education agency and recognized by the Secretary of Education. Second-year students must maintain a cumulative grade point average of at least 3.0.
National SMART Grant Eligibility Requirements

To receive a National SMART Grant, a student must
· receive a Federal Pell Grant during the same payment period (e.g., semester);

· be a U.S. citizen;

· be a full-time student in the third or fourth academic year of an undergraduate degree program;

· be pursuing a major in physical, life, or computer sciences, mathematics, technology, engineering or a critical foreign language as described in the “Grants” section at www.fsa4counselors.ed.gov; and

· have at least a 3.0 grade point average as of the beginning of each payment period (e.g., semester).
A National SMART Grant will provide up to $4,000 for each of the third, fourth, and fifth years of undergraduate study. 

The amount of the student's National SMART Grant, in combination with the student's Federal Pell Grant, other resources, and estimated financial assistance may not exceed the student's financial need (cost of attendance minus the Expected Family Contribution [EFC] equals financial need). A student may not receive more than one National SMART Grant award in each academic year for which the student is eligible.

All annual award amounts for an academic year may be ratably reduced if sufficient funds are not available to all eligible students nationally in an award year.
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