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LBI __ﬁ_S__ Seattle

25 July 1985

Mr. Gary Jackson
Regional Director
Office for Cival Rights - Region X

United States Department of Education & .
M/S 106 - Third & Broad Building L =
2901 Third Avenue R
Seattle, WA 98121 o O

Dear Mr. Jackson: _ Sy A

This letter is in reference to a request made by The Lutheran
Bible Institute of Seattle in 1977 for "religious exemption™’
from Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 and specifically
in response to your letter of March 22, 1985, in which you sought
clarification about this request.

This request was made under a previous administration at this
institution, namely that of the late Rev. Conrad E. Lund, who
served as president from 1971-1981. Frankly, your letter to us,
revealing such a request on the part of Seattle LBI, came as

a surprise to our present administration. None of our current
administrators were in office in 1977.

That fact is, that as a school affiliated with several syonds

of the Lutheran church in this country---a church that has upheld
and fought for cival rights, especially those of women and has
pioneered in the ordination of women as pastors (not all synods),
we cannot understand the motivation for requesting exemption

from these statutes on the basis of our particular religious
beliefs. It goes against all we stand for. ?

That is to say that The Lutheran Bible Institute of Seattle does
not wish exemption from any portion of the Title IX regulations.
Further, after examination of the past, it is clear we have always
been in compliance.

Please forgive the great delay on our part in responding to your
letter. I trust, however, that your receipt of this letter will
resolve the matter. Thanks for your help and for your work.

t~
erely,:
\\\ 5t
~J *‘H}}Lﬁf?{Km_“ﬁ_n.
Jqéegh D./ Bjordal
Executive Director for
rublic Relations and Admissions

The Lutheran Bible Institute of Seattle

Providence Heights, Issaquah, Washington 98027
(206) 392-0400



