
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

OFFICE FOR CIVJL RIGHTS 
THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY 

October 18, 2016 

Chairman Martin Castro 

United States Commission on Civil Rights 

1331 Pennsylvania Ave NW, Suite 1150 

Washington, DC 20425 

Dear Chairman Castro: 

I write in response to your June 23, 2016, letter requesting that the U.S. Department of Education, 

Office for Civil Rights (OCR), "investigate the impact of Nebraska's (2009) Legislative Bill 403 

on access to federally supported education programs (such as financial aid and federal student 

loans) and potential disparate impact on the basis of race, color, and national origin." Thank you 

for sharing the information from the Nebraska State Advisory Committee to the U.S. 

Commission on Civil Rights (Commission). 

In response to your letter, members of my staff spoke with staff from the Commission and the 

Nebraska State Advisory Committee on September 20, 2016. My staff found the conversation 

fruitful regarding the allegations raised through listening sessions as well as the contours of Title 

VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 as applied to those particular allegations. The education

related allegations generally involve either compliance with Federal immigration laws beyond 

OCR's jurisdictional purview or allegations that the political atmosphere in Nebraska is 

unwelcoming to immigrants, and by extension perhaps unwelcoming to Latino students. 

These are concerning allegations for all who are committed to equity in education, including 

OCR. As you know, OCR is committed to vigorous enforcement of the civil rights laws within 

our jurisdiction. We welcome further information sharing between our agencies, including 

additional information that might indicate possible unlawful discrimination, and we encourage 

any member of the public who has reason to believe a college or university or school district or 

school is discriminating on the basis of race, color, or national origin to file a complaint with 

OCR. 

Again, thank you for bringing this information to our attention. I look forward to a continued 

partnership with the Commission in ensuring all students have equal access to education. 

Sincerely, 

Catherine E. Lhamon 

Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights 

400 MARYLAND AVE. S.W., WASHINGTON, DC 20202-1100 
www.ed.gov 

The Department of Education's mission is to promote student achievement and preparation for global competitiveness 
by fostering educational excellence and ensuring equal access. 
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