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Biographical Statement

Martha Thurlow is Director of the National Center on Educational Outcomes and Senior Research Associate at the University of Minnesota. During the past decade, Dr. Thurlow’s work has emphasized the need to obtain valid, reliable, and comparable measures of student performance while at the same time ensuring that the assessments are truly measuring the knowledge and skills of students with special needs rather than their disabilities or limited language when these are not the focus of the assessment. Studies have covered a range of topics, including participation decision making, accommodations, universal design, computer-based testing, graduation exams, and alternate assessments. Dr. Thurlow has provided technical assistance to states on topics that promote better assessment of students with disabilities and English language learners with disabilities, including setting policies on accommodations, reporting assessment results, and monitoring the provision of accommodations during assessments and instruction.
