






























































































































































































































































literacy development (Strickland & Schickedanz, 2004). The parent involvement and home visit
component of Family Connections Family Literacy Model will be utilized within the program for
three-year-olds. Reterral services from First Steps will assist with 1dentifying the most at-risk
from previously being served in the First Steps program. Currently, there 1s a tremendous gap in
services for a high number of at-risk children in need ot services within our district.

Parental Involvement and Parenting Education:

The grant will provide for full time social workers and trained parent educators to
be a part of the Early Learning Center. There will be a schedule of regular home visits tfor parent
participants in the Family Connections Program as a part of Even Start, Early Head Start-First
Steps, 3K and 4K programs. Home visits will tocus on School Readiness, Parenting Skills,
Referrals to Community Resources, Family Economy/Selt-Sutficiency, and Newborn Health.
Teachers will participate in home visits at least two times yearly and hold parent conterences
regularly. The social workers will ensure families are directed to needed services at FSCS tor
medical, dental or other on-site services in the clinic and offices.

The Family Connections Program will broaden its role of weekly parenting classes to
invite all parents to be involved 1n goal oriented sessions lead by a local psychologist. The
classes will meet weekly and focus on a series of topics such as positive parenting,
communication skills, problem solving, and goal setting in your personal life. Also, the Even
Start Literacy based parenting Interactive Literacy Classes will be held on a repeating schedule
throughout the week so that all parents and community members can participate and learn to
work with their child to support school readiness. Monthly evening activities for the entire

tamily will be held where tamily style meals will be served and topics such as nutrition, health,
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satety, and play as a family will be taught and modeled. Breaktast and lunch will be provided to

child and adult participants on the tree and reduced scale.

Highly Quality, Integrated of Instructional Program Components

 qualipy | OPServations to

improvements.

~° _ support continuous |

Transportation services:

The grant will provide bus transportation for the parents and early learners from the at-
risk neighborhoods to the school. The state does not provide bus transportation tor adults or
children below age 3. Theretore, finding a source ot funding to remove this barrier to
participation 1n adult education 1s a high priority need in the community ot poverty. We offer the

only program In our service area to address the two major barriers - transportation and child
care.

Adult Literacy Spartanburg County Adult Education provides GED, ESL, HS Diploma

courses. The program has been recognized for excellence due to high numbers of GEDs and

High School Diplomas awarded. Adult education classes are offered in day and evenings

sessions to accommodate parent needs.

Instructional Programs Based on Scientifically Based Reading Research (SBRR)
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High Scope (K4)  -Partners for Literacy (ages 3K) Curricula
Lear mng Game § (3g33 0 INOs.- 35 mOﬂthS) recogmzed as SBRR

Profecsional ..:MEEDlstrlet 7 - eoaeh pfoifldesmofofeseiooal development su.pported Joyce & Showers,
by practice and curricula fidelity oversight, modeling and

Development 2002.p.10
P coaching. p.10)

_ Wlde array of developmentally approprlate books and a

ertmg center

Copple, C. & S.
Bredekamp, (2006)

Literacy Rich . . . -
B Alphabet (child’s eye level), child’s name (3+ locations), item

labels
m Systematle and exphclt support tor emergent hteracy

- Environment

Utilize a research-based approaeh to ensure smooth transition to

Transition to Piranta & Kraft-
Kind , kindergarten and continued strong parent involvement based on S (2003)

- Kindergarten ayre

5 skﬂls modeled on Famﬂy L1teracy (Even Start Model) Y

l We wﬂl hold qoarterly “Quahty Improvement Meetmgs

led by our evaluator Evaluation

Evaluation
Exchange (2002)

B We will examine data, observations and explicitly seek
ways to improve
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Evidence of program success in operating a literacy program, adult education and early

childhood education and parenting education:

e District 7 has operated a family literacy program for 15 years; has been a leader 1n
designating Title 1 funds for tull day 4K classrooms 1in At-Risk neighborhoods; has sought
Medicaid tunding to support 3K classrooms tor identitication ot children sutfering tfrom mal-
parenting; houses the central location ot adult education and 1s the fiscal agent for the adult
education director.

e Seclected to participate in CLIO, national Even Start Evaluation Project.

Quantitative data evidence of Family Connections Family Literacy Model program success.

We have an outstanding track record ot high achievement in individual progress in adult literacy.

This model can be expanded and replicated for the entire community with a tocus on parents of

the children enrolled in the Early Learning Center.
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Evaluation of the Effectiveness of the Park Hills Early Learning Center.

The first year ot the grant award the grant evaluator will work closely with the team and
LEA to insure that all components of the grant and MOA’s are defined between the entities for
tull implementation. The components of facility study will be reported to the team upon
completion in a cumulative monthly report for action plan meetings.

The overall effectiveness of the Park Hills Early Learning Center will be measured by
the longitudinal success of the students as they enter kindergarten and each succeeding grade.
The DIAL-3 will be used to measure the growth of tour-year-olds. Dominie will be used to
measure the reading and writing growth ot K-2 students. MAP will be used to measure reading
and math growth 1n grades 2-6, and PASS ELA, writing, and math scores will be used to
measure growth 1n grades 3-8. Longitudinal records will be kept for each child who attends the
Early Learning Center. These records will include, but not be limited to, observational, progress,
formative and summative assessment data. The first year of full implementation of the grant will
allow 4K students in home schools to be followed as a comparison group for successive years of

students at the Early Learning Center. 2010-2011 4K baseline students will test on state PASS
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tests in Year Five of the FSCS grant. The district will follow the success of the younger students
for comparison data tor the interventions.
Documentation of Program Model and Its Implementation

Early Childhood Classes 0 through 3 program elements are documented, reviewed and

secured 1n project records and files. Examples ot ongoing and cumulative documentation
include:

Participant documentation includes participant demographics; attendance logs; child, parent

and family assessments; participant focus group findings.

e FEarly Education program documentation includes: lesson plans, professional development

plans, classroom observation data, meeting schedules and agendas.

e Adult Education documentation includes: Adult education curricula, minutes from joint

meeting sessions with Even Start.

e Home Visit documentation includes: home visit logs; tamily visit plans and records; reterral

logs; participant goals and journals; and child, parent, and tamily assessments plus all reports

submitted to and received from First Steps.

e PACT and Parent Time documentation includes: lesson plans, logs of materials distributed to

parents.
Measurement of Program Outcomes
All South Carolina Family Literacy Performance Indicators (Pl) and assessment instruments will

be used to measure whether program outcomes are achieved.
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In addition to the above measurements, the Parent Involvement Questionnaire as well as the
Denver 11 will be used. The Parent Involvement Questionnaire will be administered by the
Parent Educator. The Denver 11 will be administered by USC Upstate Nursing Students.
Outcomes will be included 1n the evaluation report and used 1n Quality Improvement Meetings.
Resources statt will use as a guide tor selt-evaluation and milestones of success among
others are: the RMC Research entitled Guide to Quality: Even Start Family Literacy Program
Implementation and Continuous Improvement, Volume I Revised, NAEYC Standards, South
Carolina Early Learning Standards, Department of Social Services Guidelines for Childcare and
Licensure, ECERS and ITERS Scales. These findings will be shared with the Evaluator to
explore quality improvement 1deas.
The Evaluation Work Plan
The evaluation plan focuses on five central components:

1) On-site monitoring and support to assure quality implementation of objectives— Each year
the evaluator will make at least five monitoring visits. One visit will be devoted to
involving statt, parents and community 1n a focus group and survey.

2) Omn-site monitoring and data analysis for longitudinal data study for student achievement
and of numbers of participants, contacts in medical, dental, health reterrals as well as
oversight of all educational aspects by Metropolitan Studies Institute’s (MSI) to support
research etforts and reach goals of the grant: Use the data to define ongoing refinements,
support community outreach, enhance relationships, promote the reciprocal flow of

information and 1deas, assist community and economic development, and increase the
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strategic use of the University’s scholarship and outreach capabilities. Dr. Kathleen
Brady, Director of the MSI manages selected community-based research and assessment
projects, most notably the Spartanburg Community Indicators Project.
3) Survey community for feedback vearly on services provided and compare to data on
joblessness data, educational attainment, and crime statistics to assess positive/negative

indicators within the community.

4) Facilitating the quarterly Quality Improvement Meetings — The Evaluator will lead the
staff in reviewing data and observations to reinforce high fidelity to the model

implementation, to explore solutions to 1ssues and to nurture staff team work.

5) Implementation of ongoing and annual assessments of program achievements in relation to
local and state family literacy objectives,— This involves examining assessments
conducted by statt and the project director. Program work 1s reviewed at staft meetings.
With support from the evaluator, progress toward objectives 1s assessed and documented
twice a year. Pre and post-assessments on all parent, child, tamily and adult education
variables will be documented and reviewed annually, particularly as related to the

Performance Indicators.

The evaluation work will be conducted in three phases, described below:
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As indicated in the above work plan, evaluation data will be used in several ways:

1. Feedback will be provided to all statt and program participants in order to celebrate

success and to plan needed program changes.

2. Evaluation data will also be used to ensure that the program 1s implemented in
accordance to the FSCS program elements and family literacy model.

3. Findings will also be shared with the FSCS Partnership Commuittee.
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4. 'The evaluator, program statf, collaborating partners, and participants together use
evaluation data to plan improvements so that parents and tamilies achieve tamily literacy
goals.

>. Feedback will be provided to LEA District Statt for sharing with other schools and

community, county, and state organizations and open the tacility for visits as a model.
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Applicant:  Spartanburg, SC School District 7

610 Dupre Drive, Spartanburg, SC 29307
Project Leader: Isaac V. McKissick, Director of School and District Partnerships
(864) 594-6188, email: itvmckissick @spart/.org

Title: Family Circle; From Cradle to College

Objective:  To implement a comprehensive program at an Early Learning Center focusing on
Early Childhood Education, Remedial Education, Health Care Services, and Parenting, that will
reduce the impact of teen pregnancy, single-parent homes and multi-generational poverty on
student achievement.

Partner Entities: City of Spartanburg, Spartanburg County Foundation, Spartanburg Regional
Foundation, Regenesis Community Health Center, First Steps of Spartanburg, University of
South Carolina-Upstate, USC-Upstate Metropolitan Studies Institute, The Riley Institute at
Furman University, Mary Black Foundation, Big Brothers, Big Sisters of the Upstate,

Qualified Services: Early childhood education; Parental involvement and family literacy
activities; Parenting education and parent leadership programs; Primary health and dental care;
Adult education.

Summary: Spartanburg SC School District 7 has approximately 7,200 students with 64%
receiving free and reduced lunch. In 2006 26.5% of births in Spartanburg, SC were born to
mothers with less than a high school education and 37.2% were births to single mothers. Review
of the Developmental Indicators for the Assessment of Learning-3 (DIAL-3) data indicates that
54% of the scores of four-year-olds tested for the 2009-2010 Child Development classes
indicated potential delay. Kindergarten and first grade students’ literacy levels were assessed
with the Dominie Portfolio for Reading and Writing in the fall of 2009. The results indicated
that 46% of the kindergarten students and 47% of the tirst grade students needed additional and
substantial intervention. Our annual dropout rate 1s 6.6%, close to double the SC median district
rate of 3.4%. Given our current double-digit unemployment rate and the previous data; this may
lead to extended cycles of poverty. Spartanburg County has the fourth highest number of teen
pregnancies in S.C. with the highest rates of estimated pregnancies, repeat pregnancies, live
births and repeat births are within District 7 attendance boundaries. Only 1 1n 4 teen mothers will
ever graduate tfrom high school. There were approximately 40 District 7 students who were

pregnant in 2009-2010.

Each of our partners provides services to limited subgroups ot our students, family and
community. This team has the objective of leveraging our resources to deliver timely services to
convenient locations. Our year 1 tocus will be upon planning and validating current services and
delivery models; 2d year tocus will be on providing services onsite at Parks Hills Early Learning
Center (0-K4). Park Hills Elementary School 1s a persistently low-achieving school that will be
closed in June 2011 and reopen in August 2011 as an Early Learning Center. Our intent 1s to
validate our service model during years 1 and 2 to enable us to achieve external funding for
expansion in years 3-5. Our intent 1s to serve 5,000 during this program to include 600 students,
1,200 tamily members and 3,200 community members.
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Abstract Narrative (use the ED Abstract Form)

The abstract 1s to be attached to the "ED Abstract Attachment Form" 1n the application
package
in e-Application.
The abstract narrative must include the name and address of your organization and the
name,
phone number, and e-mail address of the contact person for this project and the project title
(1f
applicable). We also strongly encourage you to include the following information 1n your
abstract:

o A list of partner entities that will assist you in coordinating or providing services;

O A description of the target population to be served, including the estimated
number of individuals to be served:
o A description of the FSCS school or schools, including grades and Title 1 status;
O A list of the qualified services to be provided or coordinated by you and partner
entities at each participating full-service elementary or secondary school,;
O A brief summary ot the comprehensive plan that would be implemented.
The abstract narrative should not exceed one page (single-spaced and using Times New

Roman, Courler, Courier New, or Arial font) and should use language that will be
understood by a range of audiences.
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