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Teacher, [P)i4) . Madelyn Ross, Director of China Initnatives, GMU; Karl K. Zhang, Chinese

Program Coordinator, GMU; and Kevin Doak, Professor, Georgetown University, [2/4
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Quality of the project evaluation

Project implementation and outcome will both be evaluated. The implementation
evaluation will help to understand the program dynamics; to provide timely quality assurance
guidance to the program; and to determine the extent to which the project goals have been
accomplished. Outcome evaluation will help to assess the impact of the project on participants
(1.e., teachers and students). The methodology for the evaluation is outlined for each objective
below:

(1) The goals and objectives associated with developing a standards-based FLES
curriculum 1 Chinese and Arabic will be evaluated through the expert reviews using a research-
based scoring rubric at the draft stage of development to ensure its level of comprehensiveness
and alignment to the National Standards of Foreign Language Learning, Virginia Standards of
Learning for Foreign Languages and the extent to which it reinforces or enhances the content of
other assessed areas (1.e., mathematics, language arts, science and social studies).

(2) Enrollment figures for Chinese and Arabic programs in the elementary schools will be
collected at the beginning of each school year to monitor the increase in the number of students
studying these two languages.

(3) The quality of the distance learning courses in Chinese and Arabic will be assessed by

foreign language expert groups through the use of a scoring rubric at strategic points during the
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creation of the course (i.e., after every 9 weeks of lesson development). Data from students
enrolled in the course will also be collected to verify the course’s design strengths.

A stratified random sampling of assessment scores will be collected for students
participating in the distance learning course and those students receiving traditional Chinese or
Arabic instruction. Using the district’s Performance Assessment for Language Students (PALS)
data, nonparametic tests (i.e., chi-square analyses) will be conducted to determine whether the
mode of foreign language struction (traditional vs. distance learning) results in statistically
significant differences in language performance.

(4) The goals and objectives related to providing on-going professional development to
Chinese and Arabic teachers to increase pedagogical knowledge and best instructional practices
will be assessed through pre- and post-tests created by the project evaluator and administered
after each professional development activity, and surveys regarding teachers” perceptions of use
of new information 1n their classroom instruction. The pre- and post-tests will include an
assessment of the components of efiective professional development as wél] as the teachers’
level of knowledge (pre and post) related to specific teaching strategies. Reliability analysis will
be performed on the survey instrument to determine content validity. The evaluator will conduct
dependent sample t-tests on the pre/post test results,

(5) The goals and objectives related to working collaboratively with George Mason and
Georgetown Universities will be assessed through documentation of all work completed
(summer student languagecamps, mentoring program rosters, etc.) and surveys conducted by the
classroom teachers, high school, and college students. Ultimately, universities will produce

longitudinal data on the number of Fairfax County students graduating with advance levels of
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proficiency. During the scope of this grant, students in the Chinese language classes will be
surveyed about graduation plans and career choices.

(6) The goals and objectives associated with using customized, nationally recognized
tools to develop a baseline for district foreign language achievement will be evaluated through
expert review of the assessment as well as inferential statistics conducted on the assessment
results. Correlational analyses will be conducted between the national assessment tools {1.e.,
STAMP and NOELLA) and the LinguaFolio to demonstrate gains in student achievement. It is
expected that those students who report high levels of foreign language exposure in their

Lingualiolios will demonstrate higher levels of language performance as measured on the

STAMP or NOELLA.
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Project Narrative

Other Narrative
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