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criteria, your narrative should follow the
order and format of the criteria.

Before preparing your application, you
should carefully read the legislation and
EDGAR regulations governing this program,
and the eligibility requirements, priorities,
special consideration criteria, and the
selection process and criteria.

Your program narrative should be clear,
concise, and to the point. The program
narrative should be organized in this way:

(1) Begin the narrative with a one page
abstract or summary of your project,
including a short description of the project’s
objectives and activities. Provide a short
description of the student populations to be
served in the proposed project.

(2) Include a table of contents listing the
parts of the narrative in the order of the
selection criteria and the page numbers
where the parts of the narrative are found. Be
sure to number the pages.

(3) Describe the project in detail,
addressing each selection criterion in order.
Do not simply paraphrase the criteria.

(4) If appropriate, describe how the project
meets the special considerations.

(5) Attach a consortium agreement
delineating the contribution each member
intends to make, signed by the appropriate
official for each member, and documenting
the fact that the three mandatory membership
categories have been satisfied.

(6) Applicants may include supporting
documentation as appendices to the
narrative. This material should be concise
and pertinent to the application.

The Secretary suggests that you limit the
program narrative to no more than 50 double-
spaced, typed pages (on one side only),
although both shorter and longer applications
will receive full consideration. Be sure to
number consecutively ALL pages in your
application.

You are advised that—
(a) The Secretary considers only

information contained in the application in
ranking applications for funding
consideration.

(b) The technical review panel evaluates
each application solely on the basis of the
special consideration and selection criteria
contained in this notice.

(c) Letters of support which are included
as appendices to an application (and which
are of direct relevance to, or contain
commitments that pertain to, the established
selection criteria) will be reviewed by the
panel. Letters of support which are sent
separately from the formal application
package will not be considered in the panel
review. (34 CFR 75.217)

GPRA Performance Measures

The Government Performance and Results
Act of 1993 (GPRA) places new management
expectations and requirements on Federal
departments and agencies by creating a
framework for more effective planning,
budgeting, program evaluation, and fiscal
accountability for Federal programs. The
intent of GPRA is to improve public
confidence by holding departments and
agencies accountable for achieving program
results. Under GPRA, Departments and
agencies must clearly describe the goals and

objectives of their programs, identify
resources and actions needed to accomplish
these goals and objectives, develop a means
of measuring progress made, and regularly
report on their achievement.

One important source of program
information on successes and lessons learned
is the project evaluation conducted under
individual grants.

Factors that may be considered in
evaluating the success of TPDP projects may
include:

(1) Number of students who participate in
TPDP projects;

(2) Number and percent of participating
students who master high level academic and
technical skills;

(3) Number and percent of participants
who receive a high school diploma or GED;

(4) Number and percent of participants
who enroll in postsecondary education;

As specified in Competition Requirement
(2) and Selection Criterion (e), an evaluation
plan must be included in each grant
application. The application should describe
the plan in detail, including such
information as: (1) What types of data will be
collected; (2) what instruments will be used;
(3) when reports of results and outcomes will
become available; and (4) how information
will be used by the project to monitor
progress and provide accountability
information to stakeholders.

Appendix B—Key Tech-Prep Education
Legal Requirements

This Appendix sets forth the requirements
of sections 202, 204, and 207 of Perkins III.
Additional requirements that apply to the
TPDP or to this competition are discussed in
the notice. This Appendix is provided for the
applicant’s convenience and is not meant to
substitute for a careful reading of all the
statutory provisions that are applicable as
discussed in the notice. Amendments to
section 204 made by section 207 are reflected
below.

Title II—Tech-Prep Education

Sec. 202. DEFINITIONS

(a) In this title:
(1) ARTICULATION AGREEMENT—The

term ‘‘articulation agreement’’ means a
written commitment to a program designed
to provide students with a nonduplicative
sequence of progressive achievement leading
to degrees or certificates in a tech-prep
education program.

(2) COMMUNITY COLLEGE—The term
‘‘community college’’—

(A) means an institution of higher
education, as defined in section 101 of the
Higher Education Act of 1965, that provides
not less than a 2-year program that is
acceptable for full credit toward a bachelor’s
degree; and

(B) includes tribally controlled colleges or
universities.

(3) TECH-PREP PROGRAM.—The term
‘‘tech-prep program’’ means a program of
study that—

(A) combines at a minimum 2 years of
secondary education (as determined under
State law) with a minimum of 2 years of
postsecondary education in a nonduplicative,
sequential course of study;

(B) integrates academic, and vocational and
technical, instruction, and utilizes work-
based and worksite learning where
appropriate and available;

(C) provides technical preparation in a
career field such as engineering technology,
applied science, a mechanical, industrial, or
practical art or trade, agriculture, health
occupations, business, or applied economics;

(D) builds student competence in
mathematics, science, reading, writing,
communications, economics, and workplace
skills through applied, contextual academics,
and integrated instruction, in a coherent
sequence of courses;

(E) leads to an associate or a baccalaureate
degree or a postsecondary certificate in a
specific career field; and

(F) leads to placement in appropriate
employment or to further education.

* * *

Sec. 204. TECH-PREP EDUCATION

(a) GRANT PROGRAM AUTHORIZED—
(1) IN GENERAL— * * *
The grants shall be awarded to consortia

between or among—
(A) a local educational agency, an

intermediate educational agency or area
vocational and technical education school
serving secondary school students, or a
secondary school funded by the Bureau of
Indian Affairs; and

(B)(i) a nonprofit institution of higher
education that offers—

(I) a 2-year associate degree program, or a
2-year certificate program, and is qualified as
institutions of higher education pursuant to
section 102 of the Higher Education Act of
1965 (20 U.S.C. 1002), including an
institution receiving assistance under the
Tribally Controlled College or University
Assistance Act of 1978 (25 U.S.C. 1801 et
seq.) and a tribally controlled postsecondary
vocational and technical institution; or

(II) a 2-year apprenticeship program that
follows secondary instruction, if such
nonprofit institution of higher education is
not prohibited from receiving assistance
under part B of title IV of the Higher
Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1071 et
seq.) pursuant to the provisions of section
435(a)(3) of such Act (20 U.S.C. 1085(a)(3));
or

(ii) a proprietary institution of higher
education that offers a 2-year associate degree
program and is qualified as an institution of
higher education pursuant to section 102 of
the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C.
1002), if such proprietary institution of
higher education is not subject to a default
management plan required by the Secretary.

(2) SPECIAL RULE—In addition, a
consortium described in paragraph (1) may
include 1 or more—

(A) institutions of higher education that
award a baccalaureate degree; and

(B) employer or labor organizations.
* * *
(c) CONTENTS OF TECH-PREP

PROGRAM—Each tech-prep program shall—
(1) be carried out under an articulation

agreement between the participants in the
consortium;

(2) consist of at least 2 years of secondary
school preceding graduation and 2 years or
more of higher education, or an
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apprenticeship program of at least 2 years
following secondary instruction, with a
common core of required proficiency in
mathematics, science, reading, writing,
communications, and technologies designed
to lead to an associate’s degree or a
postsecondary certificate in a specific career
field;

(3) include the development of tech-prep
programs for both secondary and
postsecondary, including consortium,
participants in the consortium that—

(A) meets academic standards developed
by the State;

(B) links secondary schools and 2-year
postsecondary institutions . . ., including the
investigation of opportunities for tech-prep
secondary students to enroll concurrently in
secondary and postsecondary coursework;

(C) uses, if appropriate and available,
work-based or worksite learning in
conjunction with business and all aspects of
an industry; and

(D) uses educational technology and
distance learning, as appropriate, to involve
all the consortium partners more fully in the
development and operation of programs;

(4) include in-service training for teachers
that—

(A) is designed to train vocational and
technical teachers to effectively implement
tech-prep programs;

(B) provides for joint training for teachers
in the tech-prep consortium;

(C) is designed to ensure that teachers and
administrators stay current with the needs,
expectations, and methods of business and
all aspects of an industry;

(D) focuses on training postsecondary
education faculty in the use of contextual
and applied curricula and instruction; and

(E) provides training in the use and
application of technology;

(5) include training programs for
counselors designed to enable counselors to
more effectively—

(A) provide information to students
regarding tech-prep education programs;

(B) support student progress in completing
tech-prep programs;

(C) provide information on related
employment opportunities;

(D) ensure that such students are placed in
appropriate employment; and

(E) stay current with the needs,
expectations, and methods of business and
all aspects of an industry;

(6) provide equal access, to the full range
of technical preparation programs, to
individuals who are members of special
populations, including the development of
tech-prep program services appropriate to the
needs of special populations; and

(7) provide for preparatory services that
assist participants in tech-prep programs.

* * *
Sec. 207. DEMONSTRATION PROGRAM.
(a) DEMONSTRATION PROGRAM

AUTHORIZED—From funds appropriated
under subsection (e) of this section for a
fiscal year, the Secretary shall award grants
to consortia described in section 204(a) of
this title to enable the consortia to carry out
tech-prep education programs.

(b) PROGRAM CONTENTS—Each tech-
prep program referred to in subsection (a) of
this section—

(1) shall—
(A) involve the location of a secondary

school on the site of a community college;
(B) involve a business as a member of the

consortium; and
(C) require the voluntary participation of

secondary school students in the tech-prep
education program; and

(2) may provide summer internships at a
business for students or teachers.

* * *

Appendix C—Questions and Answers

Potential applicants frequently direct
questions to officials of the Department
regarding application notices and
programmatic and administrative regulations
governing various direct grant programs. To
assist potential applicants, the Department
has assembled the following most commonly
asked questions followed by the
Department’s answers.

Q: Can we get an extension of the
deadline?

A: No. A closing date may be changed only
under extraordinary circumstances. Any
change must be announced in the Federal
Register and must apply to all applications.
Waivers for individual applications cannot
be granted regardless of the circumstances.

Q: If I submit a paper application instead
of electronic, how many copies of the
application should I submit and must they be
bound?

A: Applicants who elect to prepare paper
applications are required to submit one
original and two copies of the grant
application. To aid with the review of
applications, the Department encourages
paper applicants to submit three additional
copies of the grant application. However, the
Department will not penalize applicants who
do not provide additional copies. Sending
applications in notebooks, binders, folders,
or other coverings is discouraged.

Q: We just missed the deadline for a
particular competition. May we submit under
another competition?

A: Yes, however, the likelihood of success
is not good. A properly prepared application
must meet the specifications of the
competition to which it is submitted.

Q: I’m not sure which competition is most
appropriate for my project. What should I do?

A: We are happy to discuss any such
questions with you and provide clarification
on the unique elements of the various
competitions.

Q: Will you help us prepare our
application?

A: We are happy to provide general
program information. Clearly, it would not be
appropriate for staff to participate in the
actual writing of an application, but we can
respond to specific questions about
application requirements, evaluation criteria,
and priorities. Applicants should
understand, however, that prior contact with
the Department is not required, nor will it in
any way influence the success of an
application.

Q: When will I find out if I’m going to be
funded?

A: You can expect to receive notification
as soon as possible after the application
closing date, depending on the number of

applications received and the number of
Department competitions with similar
closing dates.

Q: Once my application has been reviewed
by the review panel, can you tell me the
outcome?

A: No. Every year we are called by a
number of applicants who have a legitimate
reason for needing to know the outcome of
the panel review prior to official notification.
Some applicants need to make job decisions,
some need to notify a local school district,
etc. Regardless of the reason, because final
funding decisions have not been made at that
point, we cannot share information about the
results of panel review with anyone.

Q: Will my application be returned if I am
not funded?

A: No. We no longer return unsuccessful
applications. Thus, applicants should retain
at least one copy of their application.

Q: Can I obtain copies of reviewers’
comments?

A: Upon written request, reviewers’
comments will be mailed to unsuccessful
applicants.

Q: Is travel allowed under these projects?
A: Travel associated with carrying out the

project is allowed. Because we may request
the project director of funded projects to
attend an annual project directors’ meeting,
you may also wish to include a trip or two
to Washington, DC, in the travel budget.
Travel to conferences is sometimes allowed
when the purpose of the conference will be
of benefit and relates to the project.

Q: If my application receives high scores
from the reviewers, does that mean that I will
receive funding?

A: Not necessarily. It is often the case that
the number of applications scored highly by
the reviewers exceeds the dollars available
for funding projects under a particular
competition. The order of selection, which is
based on the scores of all the applications
reviewed and other relevant factors,
determines the applications that can be
funded.

Q: What happens during pre-award
clarification discussions?

A: During pre-award clarification
discussions, technical and budget issues may
be raised. These are issues that have been
identified during the panel and staff reviews
that require clarification. Sometimes issues
are stated as ‘‘conditions.’’ These are issues
that have been identified as so critical that
the award cannot be made unless those
conditions are met. Questions may also be
raised about the proposed budget. Generally,
these issues are raised because an application
contains inadequate justification or
explanation of a particular budget item, or
because the budget item seems unimportant
to the successful completion of the project.
If you are asked to make changes that you
feel could seriously affect the project’s
success, you may provide reasons for not
making the changes or provide alternative
suggestions. Similarly, if proposed budget
reductions will, in your opinion, seriously
affect the project activities, you may explain
why and provide additional justification for
the proposed expenses. An award cannot be
made until all issues under discussion have
been resolved.
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