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Introduction to the 2009-10 Edition

The foll owing wor kbook pefirtng @aquae yéadypnograssa(AYP) ap recuired by the d

No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 (NCLB) for the 2009-10 school year. Georgia is strongly committed to the

goals of NCLB, which reinforce Georgi abs duacationdoralofcount abi
Georgiabs student s.

Georgia makes annual AYP determinations for all public schools and districts in the State, as required by federal
law. In submitting this revised AYP workbook for 2009-10, Georgia seeks to build on lessons learned over the
years to take full advantage of new NCLB flexibility to ensure the most valid and reliable AYP determinations.

For 2009-10, AYP wi | | constitute the basis of Georgiabs account
requires that all schools (Title | and Non-Title I) be held accountable based on either or both absolute student

achievement and progress on improved student achievement on State assessments. In 2004,the Gov er nor 6 s

Office of Student Achievement (GOSA) and the Georgia Department of Education (GaDOE) worked with a State

Advisory Committee on Accountability and Consequences (including education stakeholders from across the

State) to develop a single statewide accountability system for Georgia, which was implemented in the fall of

2005 (see Appendix D).

Finally, Georgia's AYP workbook has been approved by the Georgia State Board of Education at various stages
of its development. To the extent that any representations that follow regarding Georgia policy require further
board action (or State legislative action), such action will be pursued in the near term consistent with those
representations.



PART I: Summary of Required Elements for State Accountability Systems
Instructions

The following chart is an overview of States' implementation of the critical elements required
for approval of their State accountability systems. States must provide detailed
implementation information for each of these elements in Part Il of this Consolidated State
Application Accountability Workbook.

For each of the elements listed in the following chart, States should indicate the current
implementation status in their State using the following legend:

F: State has a final policy, approved by all the required entities in the State (e.g., State
Board of Education, State Legislature), for implementing this element in its
accountability system.

P: State has a proposed policy for implementing this element in its accountability system,
but must still receive approval by required entities in the State (e.g., State Board of
Education, State Legislature).

W State is still working on formulating a policy to implement this element in its
accountability system.



Summary of Implementation Status for Required Elements of
State Accountability Systems

Status State Accountability System Element

Principle 1: All Schools

1.1  Accountability system includes all schools and districts in the state.

1.2  Accountability system holds all schools to the same criteria.

1.3 Accountability system incorporates the academic achievement standards.
1.4  Accountability system provides information in a timely manner.

1.5  Accountability system includes report cards.

1.6  Accountability system includes rewards and sanctions.

Principle 2: All Students

F | 2.1 The accountability system includes all students.
F | 2.2 The accountability system has a consistent definition of full academic year.
2.3 The accountability system properly includes mobile students.

Principle 3: Method of AYP Determinations

F| 3.1 Accountability system expects all student subgroups, public schools, and LEAs to reach
proficiency by 2013-14.

3.2 Accountability system has a method for determining whether student subgroups, public
schools, and LEAs made adequate yearly progress.

3.2a Accountability system establishes a starting point.

3.2b  Accountability system establishes statewide annual measurable objectives.

3.2c  Accountability system establishes intermediate goals.

m(m{m|m

Principle 4: Annual Decisions

F | 4.1 The accountability system determines annually the progress of schools and districts.

Principle 5: Subgroup Accountability

5.1 The accountability system includes all the required student subgroups.

5.2 The accountability system holds schools and LEAs accountable for the progress of student
subgroups.

5.3  The accountability system includes students with disabilities.

5.4  The accountability system includes limited English proficient students.

5.5 The State has determined the minimum number of students sufficient to yield statistically
reliable information for each purpose for which disaggregated data are used.

5.6  The State has strategies to protect the privacy of individual students in reporting
achievement results and in determining whether schools and LEAs are making adequate
yearly progress on the basis of disaggregated subgroups.

STATUS Legend:
F 1 Final state policy
P 1 Proposed policy, awaiting State approval
W i Working to formulate policy



Pri

nciple 6: Based on Academic Assessments

Pri

6.1  Accountability system is based primarily on academic assessments.

nciple 7: Additional Indicators

Pri

7.1  Accountability system includes graduation rate for high schools.

7.2  Accountability system includes an additional academic indicator for elementary and middle
schools.

7.3  Additional indicators are valid and reliable.

nciple 8: Separate Decisions for Reading/Lanquage Arts and Mathematics

8.1  Accountability system holds students, schools and districts separately accountable for
reading/language arts and mathematics.

nciple 9: System Validity and Reliability

9.1 Accountability system produces reliable decisions.
9.2  Accountability system produces valid decisions.
9.3  State has a plan for addressing changes in assessment and student population.

nciple 10: Participation Rate

10.1  Accountability system has a means for calculating the rate of participation in the statewide
assessment.
10.2  Accountability system has a means for applying the 95% assessment criteria to student
subgroups and small schools.
STATUS Legend:
F 1 Final policy
P 17 Proposed Policy, awaiting State approval
Wi Working to formulate policy



PART II: State Response and Activities for Meeting State Accountability
System Requirements

Instructions

In Part Il of this Workbook, States are to provide detailed information for each of the critical
elements required for State accountability systems. States should answer the questions
asked about each of the critical elements in the State's accountability system. States that do
not have final approval for any of these elements or that have not finalized a decision on
these elements by January 31, 2003, should, when completing this section of the Workbook,
indicate the status of each element that is not yet official State policy and provide the
anticipated date by which the proposed policy will become effective. In each of these cases,
States must include a timeline of steps to complete to ensure that such elements are in place
by May 1, 2003, and implemented during the 2002-2003 school year. By no later than May 1,
2003, States must submit to the Department final information for all sections of the
Consolidated State Application Accountability Workbook.

For 2009-10, revisions to state AYP Workbooks had to be submitted to the Department
by February 15, 2010.

1 Georgia workbook amendments were submitted to the U.S. Department of Education
on February 10, 2010.



PRINCIPLE 1. A single statewide Accountability System applied to all public schools and LEAs.
CRITICAL ELEMENT

1.1 How does the State Accountability System include every public school and LEA in the State?

STATE RESPONSE AND STATE ACTIVITIES FOR MEETING REQUIREMENTS

Ge o r gSinglé Statewide Accountability System (SSAS) includes every public school and local education
agency (LEA) in the State, including both Title | and non-Title | schools and LEAs. All public schools and LEAs
are included in the SSAS as follows:
1 All public schools (including public charter schools) and LEAs are required to make adequate yearly
progress (AYP) in accordance with Federal requirements.
1 Georgia prepares and distributes to each LEA a report card for each public school in the State based on
the most current data disaggregated by student subgroups.2
1 Georgia law includes an audit system for reporting findings and making recommendations regarding the
performance of all public schools and LEAs, an awards system for recognizing progress and
achievement in schools and LEAs, and an intervention system for recommending appropriate levels of
increasingly severe interventions for schools and LEAs based on student achievement (see Appendix C
& D1 Rules and Guidance).’
Geor gi aléSate®idenAgcountability System includes schools serving special populations, including
alternative schools, Department of Juvenile Justice institutions; State charter schools (e.g. Odyssey) and State
schools for the blind and deaf.

Students in programs and GNET psychoeducational centers will either have their test scores counted back to
their home school or their home system for AYP purposes. AYP for K-2 schools will be based on State
assessment results for grades 1-2 . AYP f or Goalpschpolsanvdl be badsedwon ddtendance and
other relevant data. * Beginning in 2008, those Georgia alternative high schools that have high school grades
but do not offer high school diplomas will be allowed to use the event dropout rate in place of graduation rate as
their second indicator.

Georgia will hold accountable small schools (10-39 FAY students with test scores in both mathematics and
reading/English language artse nr ol | ed i n t he inAfail andreliabtk enannes. dn egamioingp )
the options of how to address extremely small schools, Georgia has two objectives: (1) include all schools in the
accountability system and (2) make judgments about schools in the fairest and most reliable manner. For small
schools (defined as 10-39 FAY students with test scores in both mathematics and reading/English language arts
enrolled in the AAIIl $8&ongrasaltl sodfiguyatioms) @eprgid vallrapply a @ufideace
interval® to determine AYP.

For AMOs and Second Indicators, (does not apply to graduation rate or attendance but to those elementary and
middle schools who use one of the academic content areas from the list of acceptable 2 indicators) subgroup
size is n = 40 students or 10% of students enrolled in AYP grades, whichever is greater (with a 75 student cap),
including the fAAIl ITheSubgrauesizé ferdartcipabion Rateuspalways n = 40 or more
students enrolled in AYP grades. For subgroups not meeting Annual Measurable Objectives (AMOs), Georgia

will apply the confidence interval, multi-year averaging, and safe harbor.
|

!'Since all of Georgiads LEAs receive Title | funds, they are all consi de
2 Official Code of Georgia Annotated (OCGA) § 20-14-34

® OCGA § 20-14-37; 20-14-41

“ In years where new high schools are being established, school systems may temporarily have schools configured with only grade 9 or

grades 9-10 in which State assessments are not administered. During these transition periods, AYP will be determined based on attendance

and other relevant data. Once the first cohort in the new high school reaches the 11" grade, AYP results will be based on State

assessments.

® This proportion (z) test is the same as cited in Making Valid and Reliable Decisions in Determining Adequate Yearly Progress (CCSSO,

2002, pp. 65-68, http://www.ccsso.org/content/pdfs/AYPpaper.pdf). The critical z is 1.645 for a population proportion, which means the

programs are running a one-tail test at the 95% level of significance.



http://www.ccsso.org/content/pdfs/AYPpaper.pdf

CRITICAL ELEMENT

1.2 How are all public schools and LEAs held to the same criteria when making an AYP determination?

STATE RESPONSE AND STATE ACTIVITIES FOR MEETING REQUIREMENTS

Georgiabs State Accountability System hol ditelal | public sc
accountable for AYP based on the same criteria.

o Under Georgia | aw, and consistent with NCLB6s AYP req
accountable based primarily on State assewRefenenced s, i ncl udin
Competency Tests (CRCT) in Reading, English Language
Graduation Test (GHSGT) in English/Language Arts and the enhanced Mathematics version; and the
Georgia Alternate Assessment (GAA) when appropriate. Georgia will phase out the QCC based
enhanced mathematics High School Graduation Test after school year 2009-2010. In 2010-2011 the
new GPS mathematics test will be administered state wide for accountability purposes.

0 Assessment results for the CRCT in grades 3-8 and the E-GHSGT (Mathematics) and GHSGT (ELA)
first time test takers and the GAA as appropriate will be used for AYP purposes in the subject areas
listed above.

L
g
/

For 2009-10, AYPwilconst i tute the basis of Geor goemgiasnergedEedenaht abi | i t
AYP requirements and current State law on accountabilityinto Geor gi ads Single Statewide Ac«
System (SSAS) in 2004. The Go v e r ®ffice 6fStudent Achievement (GOSA) and the Georgia Department

of Education (GaDOE) with State Advisory Committees (including education stakeholders from across the State)
finalized Georgi abds . &AfpendinC & hieStafe Bdarld of &ducafiofl Rutes and

Guidance).

Starting with AYP determinations for the 2008-2009 school year (based on 2007-2008 assessment data)
Georgia will annually incorporate CRCT retest scores for grades 3,5,& 8 from state assessments into AYP
determinations and wsllthaudes fortfinabAYB @etetminaiens. iThe ase of retests will not
del ay Georgiads AYP determinations.

Beginning with AYP determinations for the 2009-2010 school year (based on 2008-2009 assessment data)

Georgia will annually incorporate GHSGT summer retest scores for grade 11 from state assessments into AYP
determinations and studentsd best scofhesseofretedtswhlpot used f or
del ay Georgiabds AYP determinations.



CRITICAL ELEMENT

1.3 Does the State have, at a minimum, a definition of basic, proficient and advanced student
achievement levels in reading/language arts and mathematics?

STATE RESPONSE AND STATE ACTIVITIES FOR MEETING REQUIREMENTS

All students, including students with disabilities,arei ncl uded i n Georgiads State Accoun
definition of AYP.® Georgia has established definitions of basic, proficient, and advanced student achievement
levels in reading/English language arts and in mathematics for grades 1-8 and 11.

Forgrades1-8, Georgia has defined three | evelReferentedachi evement
Competency Tests (CRCT), which measure achievement in reading, language arts, mathematics, and science
as follows:
1T Level 1: Scor es Deek NowMegt®GBtandiard,d i wht ehfir e Basesent s t he
student achievement level.
1 Level 2: Scores from 800-8 4 9 i n Meets Staredardd whi ch r e Profeisnent s t he
student achievement level.
1 Level 3: Scores from 850-9 5 0 i n &XceedstSeandard,0 wh i c dentsthe pdvanced student
achievement level.

For grade 11, Georgia will use the Georgia High School Graduation Tests (GHSGT). For the English/Language
Arts and Science GHSGT, four performance levels have been defined as follows:

1 Levell: Scoresbelow2 0 0 i n 8elosvdPtoRcieficy, 0 whi ch r eBpsicetsdemit s t he
achievement level.
1 Level 2: Scores from 200-2 3 4 i n Basic Brofeeierity,0 whi ch r e fpPofecisnent s t he

student achievement level.

1 Level 3: Scores from 235-2 7 4 i n ddvanadd €roficiency,0 whi ch r e Advansed nt s t he
student achievement level.

T Level 4 : Scores of XHoemorsanadhabaveeppdvansed sddent 6 h e
achievement level.

For grade 11, Georgia will use the Enhanced Georgia High School Graduation Tests (GHSGT) in mathematics.
Three performance levels have been defined as follows:

T Level 1: Scores b8dsicaw HStlwbde mtdi &a@hiee t e mit | evel
M Level 2: Scoresfrom516-52 4 i ndi Rrcfitientdot sd uid e n't achievement | evel
T Level3:Scores of 525 and akBdveneeddo nsli cdeée vt t aehinevement |l evel

Students with disabilities are included in State assessments with appropriate accommodations, as determined
by each studentés I ndividualized Education Program (1 EP)
The Georgia Alternate Assessment (GAA) is administered to the small number of students with the most
significant cognitive disabilities whose IEP teams determine (based on State criteria) that they should participate
in the State assessment system based on alternate achievement standards in accordance with the US ED
regulations. Per US ED regulations, Georgia allows scores of proficient or above on the GAA to count when
making AYP determinations, with a cap of 1 percent of student enrollment in grades tested at the LEA and State
levels.
The GAA uses a pattern matrix for performance level determination, based on rubric scores. Three
performance levels have been defined as:

1 Level 1: Emerging Progress indicates the Basic student achievement level.

1 Level 2: Established Progress indicates the Proficient student achievement level.

1 Level 3: Extending Progress indicates the Advanced student achievement level.

5 OCGA § 202-281; State Board Rule 1691-.07



CRITICAL ELEMENT

1.4 How does the State provide accountability and adequate yearly progress decisions and information
in a timely manner?

STATE RESPONSE AND STATE ACTIVITIES FOR MEETING REQUIREMENTS

Georgia is committed to providing AYP determinations and information to schools and LEAs in a timely manner.
Results from State assessments will be analyzed and AYP determinations will be sent to each public school and
LEA before the beginning of the next school year.

1 The results of the Georgia High School Graduation Tests (GHSGT), administered annually in March are
scheduled to arrive in LEAs and the Georgia Department of Education (GaDOE) in May.’

1 The results of the Criterion-Referenced Competency Tests (CRCT), administered annually in April/May, will
be returned to schools and LEAs five days after answer documents are received for scoring.8

1 Each LEA and school will be informed of its AYP status to allow sufficient™ time to notify parents about public
school choice or supplemental educational service options, time for parents to make an informed decision,
and time to implement public school choice and supplemental educational services before the beginning of
the next academic year.

" State Testing Dates are listed on the Georgia Department of Education web site at:
www.doe.k12.ga.us/curriculum/testing/index.asp
8 State Testing Dates, as listed in footnote above.

1C



CRITICAL ELEMENT

1.5 Does the State Accountability System produce an annual State Report Card?

STATE RESPONSE AND STATE ACTIVITIES FOR MEETING REQUIREMENTS

The Georgia State Accountability System produces an annual State Report Card, which includes all information
required by NCLB.

Under Georgialaw,t h e G o v ©ffica a stident Achievement (GOSA) has produced a State Report Card
since the 1999-2000 academic year.® The Report Card provides information regarding student achievement on
State assessments and other indicators for each school, district, and the State, disaggregated by various
subgroups. Each year additional elements have been added to the Report Card.

GOSA receives its data from other education entities that are responsible for data collecting. The data for K-12
schools is collected by the Georgia Department of Education (GaDOE). Adjustments to data collections are
being made as part of an overall plan for the development of an individual student, longitudinal data system in
Georgia, which will promote more accurate and timely accounting of student data. The data on teacher
workforce and highly qualified teachers is under the purview of the Georgia Professional Standards Commission
(GAPSC). Georgia continues to create stronger links between teacher data files and student data files in order
to provide more accurate data on teacher qualifications in terms of courses taught and students enrolled in
those courses.

The State Report Card is distributed via the Internet using colorful, easy to understand graphs. This format
lends itself to be interpreted by speakers whose primary language is other than English. In addition, the GOSA
website (www.gaosa.orq) offers user-friendly, printable versions of reports and links to the GaDOE website
(www.doe.k12.ga.us).

The following tabl e detnancludging@e cepogticadetemegnts oeguiredsuaderi
NCLB (see Appendix A of NCLB AYP Workbook).

NCLB Required Element Georgia Response

Information, in the aggregate, on student 1 GOSA has produced a report card since 1999-2000. The
achievement at each proficiency level on the State Report Card currently includes test results on all

state academic assessments (disaggregated by
race, ethnicity, gender, disability status, migrant
status, English proficiency, and status as
economically disadvantaged, except that such
disaggregation shall not be required in a case in
which the number of students in a category is
insufficient to yield statistically reliable
information or the results would reveal
personally identifiable information about an
individual student).

state assessments (not just those used in AYP
determinations) disaggregated by racial/ethnic categories,
gender, disability, and limited English proficiency. Results
disaggregated by migrant status and socioeconomic status
were added in the 2002-03 Report Card.

Subgroups with a minimum of 10 students are reported in
the GOSA Report Card.

Information that provides a comparison between
the actual achievement levels of each student
subgroup and the Stat ef
objectives for each such group of students on
each of the academic assessments.

GOSA and GaDOE jointly published the annual AYP
results on both the GOSA and GaDOE websites. These
results are included in the annual State report card.

°OCGA § 2014-34

11


http://www.gaosa.org/
http://www.doe.k12.ga.us/

NCLB Required Element

Georgia Response

The percentage of students not tested
(disaggregated by the student subgroups),
except that such disaggregation shall not be
required in a case in which the number of
students in a category is insufficient to yield
statistically reliable information or the results
would reveal personally identifiable information
about an individual student.

The AYP Reports include participation rates for subgroups
with 10 to 39 members, as well as AYP participation rate
determinations for groups with 40 or more students. The
purpose in reporting results forsub g r ou p s timeet t
the Participation Rate minimum size is to allow schools to
see how these groups are participating/performing so that
the schools can be proactive as the subgroups grow. The
participant data by school, system and state was first
displayed on the 2008 Report Card.

The most recent 2-year trend in student
achievement in each subject area, and for each
grade level, for the required assessments.

Student achievement is reported on the basis of
proficiency levels, with multiple-years for trend purposes,
and in comparison to district and State levels.

Aggregate information on any other indicators
used by the state to determine the adequate
yearly progress of students in achieving state
academic achievement standards disaggregated
by student subgroups.

AYPReports detail the result
second indicator both in the aggregate and for each
subgroup that meets the minimum subgroup size of 40 or
10% of students enrolled in AYP grades, whichever is
greater (with a 75 student cap). Determinations are
always made for the ALL STUDENT group and any
subgroup that uses Safe Harbor to demonstrate AMO
(does not apply to graduation rate or attendance but to
those elementary and middle schools who use one of the
academic content areas from the list of acceptable 2™
indicators).

Graduation rates and attendance results are used annually
in the AYP process as the second indicator.

Currently, the AYP process allows the LEA superintendent
to choose from a menu of 2" indicators for their
elementary and middle schools every three years. The
selected indicator(s) are reported in detail for each school,
LEA, and the state.

Graduation rates for secondary school students
disaggregated by student subgroups.

AYP Reports and the GOSA Report Card detail the
graduation rates for subgroups and display data in a
multiyear format.

Information on the performance of local
educational agencies in the State regarding
making adequate yearly progress, including the
number and names of each school identified for
school improvement under Section 1116.

AYP Reports for LEAs show the same data aggregated
and disaggregated for subgroups as is shown in the
school-level reports.

The GaDOE website includes an LEA list of the number of
schools and LEAs not making AYP. The list includes the
number of years not making AYP and thel e v e | of
i mprovemento and interventi

The professional qualifications of teachers in the
state, the percentage of such teachers teaching
with emergency or provisional credentials, and
the percentage of classes in the state not taught
by highly-qualified teachers, in the aggregate
and disaggregated by high poverty compared to
low-poverty schools which (for this purpose)
means schools in the top quartile of poverty and
the bottom quartile of poverty in the state.

GAPSC is responsible for collecting and producing an
annual report on the teacher workforce issues.

The GA PaSndad Status Report: The Georgia
Educator Workforce includes data on teachers teaching
out-of-field at the state level. This report is available on
the web at: http://www.gapsc.com/.

The GOSA Report Card includes teacher qualification data
such as certificate level, years of teaching experience, and
class ratio sizes for each school, LEA, and the State.

12



CRITICAL ELEMENT

1.6 How does the State Accountability System include rewards and sanctions for public schools and
LEAs?

STATE RESPONSE AND STATE ACTIVITIES FOR MEETING REQUIREMENTS

Georgia |l aw requires that Ge o(S8ASpddEde Snaraldaad infkecventionsrfdr abi | ity
all public schools based on either or both absolute student achievement and progress on improved student
achievement on State assessments.

Georgia continues to implement the federal/state required consequences for all schools and LEAs in the state
(see Appendix C & D i Rules and Guidance).

13



PRINCIPLE 2. All students are included in the State Accountability System.

CRITICAL ELEMENT

2.1 How does the State Accountability System include all students in the State?

STATE RESPONSE AND STATE ACTIVITIES FOR MEETING REQUIREMENTS

All students in Georgia are included in the State6 s S iActauhtability System, based primarily on State
assessments. *°
o0 Georgia law requires that all studentsingrades1-8enr ol | ed i n Georgiabs public sc
with the Georgia Criterion Referenced Competency Tests (CRCT), with or without standard or non-
standard accommodations as appropriate, or the Georgia Alternate Assessment (GAA).

o0 State law requires that a curriculum-based assessment be administered in grade 11 for graduation
purposes. Geor gi aés High School Graduation Testhe ( GHSGT) i n
enhanced Math version will be used for AYP purposes.

0 Students with disabilities are included in State assessments with appropriate accommodations, as
determined by eac hized EducdtiemProgram (IER)deanv. i d u a |

0 The Georgia Alternate Assessment (GAA) is administered to the small number of students with the most
significant cognitive disabilities whose IEP teams determine (based on State criteria) that they should
participate in the State assessment system based on alternate achievement standards in accordance
with the U.S. Department of Education (US ED) regulations. Georgia requires annual reporting on use
of the GAA and monitors those data to ensure that the GAA is not used to an inappropriate degree. Per
US ED regulations, Georgia will allow scores of proficient or above on the GAA to count when making
AYP determinations, with a cap of 1 percent of student enroliment in the grades tested at the LEA and
State levels. (The State will consider exceptions to the 1 percent cap for LEAs on a case-by-case basis,
and the state will seek an exception from US ED if appropriate.)

o Limited English Proficient (LEP)/English Language Learners (ELL) students™ are included in State
assessments with appropriate accommodations, as deternm
Participation Committee. Per recent USED guidance, Georgia is not including in AYP determinations
the test scores of LEP/ELL students who are enrolled in their first year in a U.S. school. Georgia will
include the test scores of students who were LEP/ELL within the prior 2 years in AYP determinations for
the LEP/ELL subgroup. Under Georgia State Board rule, all students, including LEP/ELL students,
must participate in State assessments. Accessing Comprehension and Communication in English State
to State for English Language Learners (ACCESS) test participation will serve as a proxy participation
for state assessments for First Year in US Students.

Students attending public schools that serve special populations will be included in the State
Accountability System, including students in Department of Juvenile Justice institutions, State charter
schools (i.e. Odyssey) and State schools for the blind and deaf. Students in alternative programs and
psychoeducational programs will have their test scores counted back to their home schools or their
home systems for AYP purposes. Public charter schools will also be included in AYP determinations.
AYP for K-2 and K-1 configured schools will be based on State assessment results for grades 1-2, and
AYP for K-only will be based on indicators such as attendance, and other relevant data. o grade
academies will receive the AYP determination of their 11 grade high school.

' OCGA § 202-281; State Board Rule 1691-.07
“"Throughout this AYP Workbook, the terms filimited English
(ELL) O are used interchangeably.

14



CRITICAL.ELEMENT

2.2 Howdoesthe Statedefi ne fif ull academic yearo for identi

STATE RESPONSE AND STATE ACTIVITIES FOR MEETING REQUIREMENTS

Georgia will define Afull academic yearo (FAY) for AYP pu

T For school account abdéemty peaposws| | Abal deficned as con
same school from the Fall FTE count (which occurs on the first Tuesday in October each year) through
the end of the St a t $pidng testing window (which occurs in March for the GHSGT and April/May for

the CRCT).
f For LEA accountability purposes, fAfull academic yearo
same LEA from the Fall FTE count through the statebs S
1 For State accountability p bedpfimedasscontinidusienrblimentiratlee mi ¢ year
State of Georgiads publ i c s c hdheéensofthe $ na t Spdeg teBtiad | FTE coc

window.

GaDOE has modified the Student Record collection to include data elements that will allow improved tracking of

the Acontinuous enroll mentd component of the FAY defin
test window dates will be used concurrently to identif
determination will be based.

it
y t
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CRITICAL ELEMENT

2.3 How does the State Accountability System determine which students have attended the same public
school and/or LEA for a full academic year?

STATE RESPONSE AND STATE ACTIVITIES FOR MEETING REQUIREMENTS

Georgia uses information from October and March Full Time Equivalent (FTE) files, the Student Record (SR),

and assessmentr ecords to determine which students attended the
academic year. o T hmemati8e file df allhstude®seearolleddor any duration in any public

school in Georgia during the academic year, is matched with test records in order to obtain student demographic

information for the purposes of disaggregating test results on the basis of racial/ethnic categories, gender,

disability, limited English proficiency, migrant status, and socioeconomic status. The withdrawal date will be

used to determine if each student was continuously enrolled at a particular school during the testing window.

Georgia is developing a new, individual student, longitudinal data system based on unique student identifiers,
which will allow for a more accurate accounting of students throughout the State, including determining each
student 6s enr olalcrmedretmi fcory etalre 0 f ul |

Student Record information is available at
http://public.doe.k12.ga.us/pea_infosys_data.aspx?PageReq=PEAISDStuRec
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PRINCIPLE 3. State definition of AYP is based on expectations for growth in student achievement that
is continuous and substantial, such that all students are proficient in reading/language arts and
mathematics no later than 2013-2014.

CRITICAL ELEMENT

31How does the Stateds definition of adequate vy
reading/language arts and mathematics by the 2013-2014 academic year?

STATE RESPONSE AND STATE ACTIVITIES FOR MEETING REQUIREMENTS

Georgia has established its endpoint for AYP such that all students (100%) must achieve proficiency on State
assessments in reading/English language arts and mathematics by the end of the 2013-14 school year.

17



CRITICAL ELEMENT

3.2 How does the State Accountability System determine whether each student subgroup, public school
and LEA makes AYP?

STATE RESPONSE AND STATE ACTIVITIES FOR MEETING REQUIREMENTS

To determine whether each school or LEA makes AYP,see El ement 4.1 to deter mine Geor
making steps.

For a Georgia public school or LEA to make AYP, each subgroup must have at least a 95% participation rate on

State assessments. Each subgroup must meet or exceed the Statedbds ant
the percentage of students scoring proficient or advanced on State assessments and the school or LEA must

meet t he Grementéodbpsogress an the second indicator.

Georgia wil!/l apply the fisafe harbord method to those subg
objectives in mathematics and/or reading/English language arts. Thus, in order for subgroups to meetthefi s a f e
harboro requirement, the percentage of students not meeti

must decrease by 10 percent or more from the preceding school year. In addition, any subgroupu si ng fisaf e
harbor o must mededtor reduieementqi@.pifrindany particular year one or more subgroups does

not meet the annual measurable objective on State assessments, the subgroup, public school, LEA, or the State

may stil!/l make AYP if it meet gwoids, AYPds ntetdafithb mpercantageefqui r e ment s
students in that subgroup not scoring proficient decreases by 10% from the preceding school year and the

subgroup meet s irenheatfoSprogréss dnsecanciodicator.)

All schools will face school improvement consequences if they do not meet AYP in the same subject for two
consecutive years or more. The same subject includes reading/English language arts (either participation rate or
percent proficient), mathematics (either participation rate or percent proficient) or the second indicator.

All LEAs will face consequences if they do not meet AYP in the same subject or second indicator for two
consecutive years or more at the elementary, middle and the high school levels.

For AYP determinations in 2005-2006 and subsequent QCC/GPS transition years, Georgia will equate
QCC to GPS assessment results in grades and subjects where appropriate using an Equipercentile adjustment
for multi-year averaging, safe harbor, and second indicator calculations (see Appendix E, page 97).
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CRITICAL ELEMENT

3.2a What is the Stateébés starting nt for calcul g

poi

STATE RESPONSE AND STATE ACTIVITIES FOR MEETING REQUIREMENTS

As required by the NCLB, eGsaathgperacdtage of stidents scoripg ppoticiemt or s
above on State assessments in the public school at the 20" percentile of the Stateds
schools ranked by the percentage of students at the proficient level. Georgia test data indicate that this level is
greater than the proficiency level of the lowest achieving group of students in the State. Georgia established its
starting points based on averaged data on State assessments from 1999-2000, 2000-01, and 2001-02. The
purpose is to value progress made on State assessment scores over recent years. Georgia set separate

starting points for reading/English language arts and for mathematics, and separate starting points by grade

spans i one set for elementary and middle schools and one set for high schools. Georgia set the same starting
points for all subgroups. Georgiabs starting points
included in the chart below.*

Subjects

Elementary and Middle
School CRCT Starting
Points (Grades 3-8)

High School GHSGT
Starting Points (Grade
11)

For 2002-03 only.*

Enhanced GHGST
Starting Points

Reading/English
Language Arts™

60

88

81.6%

Mathematics

50

81

62.3%

*The starting points (i.e., annual measurable objectives) for the Enhanced Georgia High School
Graduation Tests were recalculated following the March, 2004 administration.

Finally, Georgia maintains its emphasis on the equal importance of the Reading and English/Language Arts

portions of the CRCT. Data from thesetwoass e s sment s are combined to form a
English/ Language Artso factor for

(RMet + RExceeded+ ELA Met +ELA Exceedez)

( RTesl:sTak en +ELA TestsTak en)

RELA= 3100

12 see Attachment 3 regarding the establishment & starting points (2002003).
31n elementary and middle schools, AYP is based on ReadingrglshLanguage Arts combined; in high schools, AYP
is based on English/Language Arts.
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CRITICAL ELEMENT

32bWhat are the Stateds annual mmg adequateaydmtlygprogrdsg? e ¢ t

STATE RESPONSE AND STATE ACTIVITIES FOR MEETING REQUIREMENTS

Georgia established annual measurable objectives (AMO) for the percentage of students who must score
proficient or above on State assessments for schools and LEAs to make AYP.

As indicated on the charts on the next page, the annual measurable objectives will increase from the State
starting points to 100% proficiency in 2013-14. These objectives increase incrementally beginning in 2004-05
until 2010-11. Thereafter, the objectives will rise annually more dramatically than in previous years toward the
goal of 100% in 2013-14.

This method of increasing the objectives gradually at first and more dramatically in the last few years allows

schools additional time to work with those subgroups scoring significantly below proficiency levels on State

assessments. For example, statewide the students with disabilities subgroup at the 4™ through g™ grades scored

far below the Stateds st ar t CRQN ReadingfEngbsh famguagebfrots. h CRCT Mat h
Assessment data indicates that for many schools in Georgia, the proficiency rates for LEP, students with

disabilities, and Hispanic subgroups are far below those of other subgroups.

Annual measurable objectives for high schools were revised following the March 2005 administration of the
Enhanced Georgia High School Graduation Test (E-GHSGT).

Annual measurable objectives for math in grades 3-8 were revised following the 2008 spring administration of
the CRCT.
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Ge or g AmmdakMeasurable Objectives (AMOSs)

Reading/Language
Arts Percent of Students Math Percent of Students
CRCT Grades 3-8 Proficient or Advanced CRCT Grades 3-8 Proficient or Advanced
2002-2003 Target 60.00 2002-2003 Target 50.00
2003-2004 Target 60.00 2003-2004 Target 50.00
2004-2005 Target 66.70 2004-2005 Target 58.30
2005-2006 Target 66.70 2005-2006 Target 58.30
2006-2007 Target 66.70 2006-2007 Target 58.30
2007-2008 Target 73.30 2007-2008 Target* 59.50
2008-2009 Target 73.30 2008-2009 Target 59.50
2009-2010 Target 73.30 2009-2010 Target 67.60
2010-2011 Target 80.00 2010-2011 Target 77.70
2011-2012 Target 86.70 2011-2012 Target 83.80
2012-2013 Target 93.30 2012-2013 Target 91.90
2013-2014 Target 100.00 2013-2014 Target 100.00
Ali?ggsﬁéléa%gg?agfe Percent of Students Math Percent of Students
11 Proficient or Advanced GHSGT* Grade 11 Proficient or Advanced

2002-2003 Target 88.00 2002-2003 Target 81.00
2003-2004 Target 81.60 2003-2004 Target 62.30*
2004-2005 Target 81.60 2004-2005 Target 62.30
2005-2006 Target 84.70 2005-2006 Target 68.60
2006-2007 Target 84.70 2006-2007 Target 68.60
2007-2008 Target 87.70 2007-2008 Target 74.90
2008-2009 Target 87.70 2008-2009 Target 74.90
2009-2010 Target 87.70 2009-2010 Target 74.90
2010-2011 Target 90.80 2010-2011 Target 81.20
2011-2012 Target 93.90 2011-2012 Target 87.40
2012-2013 Target 96.90 2012-2013 Target 93.70
2013-2014 Target 100.00 2013-2014 Target 100.00

Following the March 2005 administration of the Enhanced Georgia High School Graduation Test (E-GHSGT),
Georgia reset its annual measurable objectives for high schools, maintaining the current trajectory from the

revised fistarting pointdd.to

100%

proficiency by 2013

Following the spring 2008 administration of the new GPS Math CRCT, Georgia reset its grades 3-8 math AMOs

and trajectory to 100% proficiency by 2013-2014.

*  Ge o rMagth AMiDdrajectory was reset for 2008-2014 determinations forward. See 2007-2008 approved

amendment letter for details.
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CRITICAL ELEMENT

3.2c What are the Stateds intermediate goal s

f

STATE RESPONSE AND STATE ACTIVITIES FOR MEETING REQUIREMENTS

Georgia has established intermediate goals for the percentage of students who must score proficient or above

on State assessments for schools and LEAs to
annual measurable objectives described in 3.2b.

mak e

Intermediate goals for high school AYP were revised following the March 2005 administration of the Enhanced

Georgia High School Graduation Tests (E-GHSGT).
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PRINCIPLE 4. State makes annual decisions about the achievement of all public schools and LEAS.

CRITICAL ELEMENT

4.1 How does the State Accountability System make an annual determination of whether each public
school and LEA in the State made AYP?

STATE RESPONSE AND STATE ACTIVITIES FOR MEETING REQUIREMENTS

Georgiabs State Accountability Segarding schoblpeformatoe,sanda nn u a | det
Georgia will make annual determinations of whether each public school and LEA achieved AYP.

For public schools that miss AYP based on the performance of relatively small subgroups and to ensure
reliability of AYP determinations, Georgia also uses a confidence interval™ approach along with averaging data
across multiple years. See the AYP determination steps listed below and in the accompanying AYP flow chart
on the following page.

Geor gi abs AYNakibgeSteps i on

1. Determineif eachsubgroup, i ncl udi ng t he fAreétdthesninimarennmbérofs ub gr o u p
40 students or 10% of students enrolled in AYP grades, whichever is greater (with a 75 student
cap) | for AMO and second indicator calculations. (Does not apply to graduation rate or
attendance but to those elementary and middle schools who use one of the academic content
areas from the list of acceptable 2" indicators).

2. Determine i f ndAall s t u dar abovs the nanmaim eumltehmestthb %o up a't
participation requirement - (n=40 for participation).

3. Determine if AYP is met using State assessment results regarding the percent
proficient/advanced as compared to the Stateds ann
Reading/English Language Arts and Math.

3a. If AYP is not met using step 3; determine if AYP is met by using a confidence interval
application. (A confidence interval method will be used for schools with 10 to 39 FAY students
with test scores in both mathematics and reading/English language arts in the All Students
subgroup.)

3b. If AYP is not met using a confidence interval, then apply a *multi-year averaging method.

3c. If AYP is not met using the multi-year averaging method, then determine if AYP is met using the
*safe-harbor method i decreasing the percent not meeting proficiency/advanced levels by 10%.
Anysubgroupusing fisafe harboro must meet the second i nc

3d. Add SWD-M Students to the SWD subgroup at those schools that did not make AYP based
solely on proficiency of their SWD subgroup.

4. To meet AYP, Georgia will require that each elementary and middle school meet State
standards on its second indicator, which will include performance above a statewide preset level
or improved performance from the prior school year. The *second indicator must be met at the
subgroup | evel wher e eddeméne72har bor 6 i s used (S

*For AYP determinations in 2005-2006 and subsequent QCC/GPS transition years, Georgia will equate
QCC to GPS assessment results in grades and subjects where appropriate using an Equipercentile adjustment
for multi-year averaging, safe harbor, and second indicator calculations (see Appendix E, page 97).

1 The critical z is 1.645 for a population proportion, which meansiihgrams are running a otnail test athe 95% level
of significance.
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4.1 Georgia®& AYP Decision Making Flow Chart

Repeat
for Each
Subgroup

Subgroup
N =40 or 10%
75 Student Cap

If school level subgroup falls
below 40 students, subgroup
rolls up to system AYP

For AYP determinations in 2005-2006
and subsequent QCC/GPS transition
years, Georgia will equate QCC to GPS
assessment results in grades and
subjects where appropriate using a

YES statistical adjustment for multi-year

indicator calculations.

Meet 95%
Participation
N =40+

averaging, safe harbor, and second

YES
3a 3b 3c 3d
Add SWD-M

{lake AYAP students to the
aAr?nuaI Saeei [Loal SEemi [Lesk Second Look ti\évsz :lérl:gglj: 't)h:tt
Measurable NO C(IJnfldenIce NO N/I_\ultl—Year NO Safe Harbor NO-» did not make AYP

Objective MiEEE! YEelage based solely on
proficiency of their

SWD subgroup

YES YES

ake fProgresso
on
econd Indicato)

YES Make AYP
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PRINCIPLE 5. All public schools and LEAs are held accountable for the achievement of individual
subgroups.

CRITICAL ELEMENT

5.1 How does the definition of adequate yearly progress include all the required student subgroups?

STATE RESPONSE AND STATE ACTIVITIES FOR MEETING REQUIREMENTS

Georgi abs def i nestall obthe regdiredAtident sulmgoolips, disaggregated by racial/ethnic
categories, disability, limited English proficiency, and socio-economic status. Georgia law requires the reporting
and/or grading of schools in the aggregate and by these subgroups.

For AYP purposes, Georgia will use the student demographic information that is available from the Student

Record to disaggregate test results. Tests will be matched to the Student Record using school code, system

code, grade level, and student identifier. Geor gi a6s racial/ ethnic categories
Hispanic, American Indian/Alaskan Native, White, and Multiracial.
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CRITICAL ELEMENT

5.2 How are public schools and LEAs held accountable for the progress of student subgroups in the
determination of adequate yearly progress?

STATE RESPONSE AND STATE ACTIVITIES FOR MEETING REQUIREMENTS

Georgia's State Accountability System holds public schools and LEAs accountable for the progress of students
overall and in each required subgroup, disaggregated by racial/ethnic categories, disability, limited English
proficiency, and socio-economi ¢ status, in determining AYP. See Georg

For each public school, LEA, and the State to make AYP:

T The sténtcategory and each AYP required student subgroup (at or above the minimum number
of 40 students) must have a participation rate of 95 percent or above on State assessments.

1T The fAall o6 student category and e acbbvethé&minimum qgumber ed st ude
of 40 students or 10% of students enrolled in AYP grades, whichever is greater (with a 75 student cap)
must meet the Statebds annual measurable objective rege

assessment sconfidence imezval f° milti-year average,ors af e har bor o) .

1 Each school, LEA, and the State must meet the State standardr e gar di ng pr segoness on its
indicatoro s ¢ bgroups using fAsaf e hm=gsbndhedecandiirdicatod.lTkeo s how pr og
minimum number for the second indicator equals 40 students or 10% of students enrolled in AYP
grades, whichever is greater (with 75 student cap). (Does not apply to graduation rate or attendance but
to those elementary and middle schools who use one of the academic content areas from the list of
acceptable 2" indicators).

1 For AYP determinations in 2005-2006 and subsequent QCC/GPS transition years, Georgia will
equate QCC to GPS assessment results in grades and subjects where appropriate using an
Equipercentile adjustment for multi-year averaging, safe harbor, and second indicator calculations (see
Appendix E, page 97).

15 The critical z is 1.645 for a population proportion, which means the programs are runninthé tsé athe 95% level
of significance.
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CRITICAL ELEMENT

53 How are students with disabilities included i

STATE RESPONSE AND STATE ACTIVITIES FOR MEETING REQUIREMENTS

Students with disabilities are included in State assessments with or without state-approved accommodations, as
determined by each studentdéds Individualized Education Pro
Assessment (GAA) is administered to the small number of students with the most significant cognitive
disabilities whose IEP teams determine (based on State criteria) that they should participate in the State
assessment system based on alternate achievement standards in accordance with federal regulations. Per US
ED regulations, Georgia will allow scores of proficient or above on the GAA to count when making AYP
determinations, with a cap of 1 percent of student enrollment at the LEA and State levels. (The State will
consider exceptions to the 1 percent cap on a case-by-case basis.)
1

The GAA uses a pattern matrix for performance level determination, based on rubric scores. Three
performance levels have been defined as:

1 Level 1: Emerging Progress indicates the Basic student achievement level.

1 Level 2: Established Progress indicates the Proficient student achievement level.

1 Level 3: Extending Progress indicates the Advanced student achievement level.

Note: For specifics regarding theadministration of the Georgia Alternate Assessmen(GAA), please refer to the
Georgia Alternate Assessment Administratofs Manual published by the Georgia Department of Education Testing
Division at: http://www.doe.k12.ga.us/curriculum/testing/gaa.asp
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CRITICAL ELEMENT

54 How are students with |imited English profici
yearly progress?

STATE RESPONSE AND STATE ACTIVITIES FOR MEETING REQUIREMENTS

All students, including |Iimited English proficient (LEP)
System and its definition of AYP.

1 LEP students are included in State assessments with appropriate accommodations, as determined
by each studentds ELL Tes ®j ng Participation Committe

I Georgia does not include in AYP determinations the test scores of LEP/ELL students who are
enrolled in their first year in a U.S. school. ACCESS test participation will serve as a proxy
participation for state assessments for First Year in US Students.

1 Under Georgia State Board of Education rule, all students, including LEP/ELL students, must
participate in State assessments. As of June 9, 2005, the State Board of Education initiated
amendments for Testing Rule (160-3-1.07), so that the Department can take advantage of the
greater flexibility for first-year LEP students as it relates to subject matter assessments.

18 Georgia has established a State LEP Pdnaelwill examine the need and practicability of establishing alternative
assessments for LEP students.
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CRITICAL ELEMENT

5.5 What is the State's definition of the minimum number of students in a subgroup required for
reporting purposes? For accountability purposes?

STATE RESPONSE AND STATE ACTIVITIES FOR MEETING REQUIREMENTS

Georgia has established minimum numbers for subgroup reporting and accountability purposes as follows:

1 A minimum number of 10 students is used for subgroup AYP reporting purposes. This rule is intended
to protect student privacy and prevent disclosure of individually identifiable information. Additional rules
may applyconsist ent with the Family Education Rights and Pri\
Workbook 5.6.

1 A minimum number of 40 students or 10% of students enrolled in AYP grades, whichever is greater
(with a 75 student cap) is used for subgroup AYP accountability purposesr e gar di ngsAMBe st ated
and second indicator calculations. This rule is intended to ensure that subgroup AYP determinations
are reliable.

1 The minimum number of 40 will be used with regard to 95% participation determinations.
1 The minimum number will be applied consistently across the State in all public schools and LEAs.

As stated in workbook element 1.1, for small schools, those identified as having only 10 to 39 Full Academic
Year (FAY) students with test scores enrolled in the grades 3-8 or grade 11 configurations, Georgia uses a
confidence interval’ methodology to make AYP determinations. In other words, for schools with a total eligible
enrollment of 10 to 39 FAY students with test scores, Georgia will apply a test of statistical significance to
determine whether such schools' total group passing rate is significantly below the state AYP annual objective
passing rate in each appropriate subject area. This proportion (z) test is the same as cited in Making Valid and
Reliable Decisions in Determining Adequate Yearly Progress (CCSSO, 2002, pp. 65-68).

With the i mpl eme nSingle StaewideoAtcoudtability §ystarmg the state will continue to analyze
data regarding the minimum number and will consider changes in future years to ensure the most valid and
reliable AYP determinations..

Y The critical z is 1.645 for a population proportion, which means the programs are runninthé tesé athe 95% level
of significance.
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CRITICAL ELEMENT

5.6 How does the State Accountability System protect the privacy of students when reporting results
and when determining AYP?

STATE RESPONSE AND STATE ACTIVITIES FOR MEETING REQUIREMENTS

A minimum number of 10 students will be used for subgroup AYP reporting purposes. School and LEA data

regarding AYP will not be reported separately for subgroups below this minimum number. This rule is intended

to protect student privacy and prevent disclosure of individually identifiable information. Additional rules are

appliedconsi stent with the Family Education Rights and Privac
5.5.

For more information on FERPA, please visitthe D& par t ment of Educationds website a
http://www.ed.gov/policy/gen/quid/fpco/ferpalindex.htmi
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PRI NCI PLE 6. State definition of AYP i s elsments.d

CRITICAL ELEMENT

61l How i s the Statebds definition of adequate yea
assessments?

STATE RESPONSE AND STATE ACTIVITIES FOR MEETING REQUIREMENTS

Under Georgia law, school accountability determinations, including AYP determinations, are based primarily on
annual State assessments as follows:™®

1 Elementary and middle schools are held accountable based primarily on student test scores on
Georgiabs Criterion Referenced Co mpandEnglishjanglageatts
(combined) and mathematics in grades 3-8 for AYP purposes.

1 High schools will be held accountable based primarily on student test scores on the Georgia High
School Graduation Test (GHSGT), in English/language arts and the enhanced mathematics version.
The E-GHSGT builds on the Georgia High School Graduation Tests by including additional, more
rigorous items for purposes of school accountability.

1 The Georgia Alternate Assessment (GAA) is administered to the small number of students with the most
significant cognitive disabilities whose Individualized Education Program (IEP) teams determine (based
on State criteria) that they should participate in the State assessment system based on alternate
achievement standards in accordance with the US ED regulations. Georgia requires annual reporting
on use of the GAA and monitors those data to ensure that the GAA is not used to an inappropriate
degree. Per US ED regulations, Georgia will allow scores of proficient or above on the GAA to count
when making AYP determinations, with a cap of 1 percent of student enroliment at the LEA and State
levels. (The State will consider exceptions to the 1 percent cap on a case-by-case basis.)

Georgia has created the Georgia Performance Standards (GPS), which are replacing the Quality Core
Curriculum. As the GPS is phased in, current state assessments will be revised as necessary to ensure
alignment with new standards.

18OCGA§ 20-2-281, 2014-31; State Board Rule 1682-.07
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PRINCIPLE 7. State definition of AYP includes graduation rates for public High schools and an
additional indicator selected by the State for public Middle and public Elementary schools
(such as attendance rates).

CRITICAL ELEMENT

7.1 What is the State definition for the public high school graduation rate?

STATE RESPONSE AND STATE ACTIVITIES FOR MEETING REQUIREMENTS

Georgia will define and calculate graduation rates as the percentage of students who graduate in the standard

number of years (4 years and a summer for a 9-12 school) from a Georgia public high school with a regular

dipl oma (not including a GED or certificate not fully align
including Special Education diplomas). This process will not delay AYP determinations made before the

beginning of each school year.

Students receiving GEDs are counted as dropouts and are included in the denominator for calculating

graduation rates. (Prior to 2002, Georgia calculated a completion rate similar to that of the NCLB graduation rate

except that certificates of attendance and Special Education Diplomas were included. This previous definition of

completion rate has been replaced with the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) graduation rate in
compliance with NCLB.) I n doing so, the fvthdsabidites dd numbe
wi || be determined by each studentds | EP team, even if su
non-disabled students.

To meet AYP, Georgia will require that each secondary school meet State standardson it s fAgraduati on r
which will include performance at or above a statewide preset level or through use of one of the two 2" looks

(multi-year averaging and a safe harbor like calculation; see Element 7.1).

Georgia is developing a new, individual student, longitudinal data system based on unique student identifiers,

which will allow for a more accurate accounting of students throughout the State.

Since 2002, Georgia has calculated its high schoolgradu at i on r ate using Ooanf oNiAeS afiLever
of the three federally allowed high school graduation rate formulas since the enactment of the No Child Left
Behind Act of 2001.

Formula Defined

Regular diploma recipients as a percent of students leaving high school over a four-year period (calculated as
the sum of diploma recipients and dropouts during the past four years in grades 9 through 12 respectively).
Graduation Rate = # of regular diplomas divided by (# of regular diplomas + # of special education diplomas + #
of certificates of attendance + # of dropouts in 12" grade (current year), 11th grade (current year -1), 10th grade
(current year -2) and 9th grade (current year -3))

National Center for Education Statistics

Regular diploma recipients as a percent of students leaving high school over a four-year period (estimated as the sum of
diploma recipients and dropouts during the past four years in grades 9 through 12 respectively).

e G
NCES, = — T . .
G +D; D A0S+ D
where: G, Is the count of students who graduated with a reqular high school diploma during the y school year, and
Df,: is the count of students who dropped out of grade 12 during the y school year.
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ELL Graduation Rates

The standard number of years for graduation rate for LEP/ELL students will be four years and a summer.
Beginning in the 2005-2006 school year, this could be extended on a case by case basis with documentation for
newly arriving individual LEP/ELL students to a maximum of five years and a summer.

Including summer graduates in the graduation rate calculations will not delayt h e s AY&® detednsnations.
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7.1

High School Additional Indicator

Section: Workbook Element 7.1

Purpose: This document provides the standard for determining progress on the high school additional
indicator - graduation rate.

Background Information:
1 Prior to 2002, Georgia reported a completion rate using the National Center for

School Year

20062007

20072008

20082009

20092010

20102011

20132012

20122013

20132014

Education Statistics (NCES) proxy formula.
T The completion rate for Georgiads

high

However, this rate included certificates of attendance and Special Education Diplomas.

A total of 3,867 students (5.3%) received Certificates of Attendance and 2,714 (3.9%)

received Special Education Diplomas in 2002.

1 Inorder to produce a graduation rate aligned with NCLB, Georgia altered its completion
rate formula by removing Certificates of Attendance and Special Education Diplomas
from the numerator. After removing certificates of attendance and Special Education
Di pl omas from the 2002 compl et i DI@LB deéinitien,

of graduation rate for the graduating class of 2002 is approximately 61.8%.

school ¢

Geor gi

T Georgia used this i mp2@2-20@6gaduatibonoatestantdardoh e st at e ¢

60%

1 Georgiad kigh school graduation rate is based on the following annual graduation rate

targets.

High School AYP Second Indicator
Graduation Rate Standard
65% or greater; or Second Looks:
1) apply multiyear average to achieve 65%; or
2) increase by 10% from the preceding year from a minimum tHoeeh50%
70% or greater; or Second Looks:
1) apply multiyear average to achieve 70%; or
2) increase by 10% from the preceding year from a minimum threshold of
75% or greater; or Second Looks:
1) apply multiyear average tachieve 75%; or
2) increase by 10% from the preceding year from a minimum threshold of
80% or greater; or Second Looks:
1) apply multiyear average to achieve 80%; or
2) increase by 10% from the preceding year from a minimum thresh6@of
85% or greater; or Second Looks:
1) apply multiyear average to achieve 85%; or
2) increase by 10% from the preceding year from a minimum threshold of
90% or greater; or Second Looks:
1) apply multiyear average to achie 90%; or
2) increase by 10% from the preceding year from a minimum threshold of
95% or greater; or Second Looks:
1) apply multtyear average to achieve 95%; or
2) increase by 10% from the preceding year from a minimum threshold of
100%; or Second Looks:
1) apply multiyear average to achieve 100%; or
2) increase by 10% from the preceding year from a minimum threshold of
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Graduation Rate Determination Steps

Schools can achieve the graduation rate standard inf dneee ways:
Step 1: Did the Graduation Rateet theAbsoluteBar? If yes, Graduation Rate requirement
was met. If no, proceed to Step 2.

Step 2: Apply the first Second LoelMulti-Year Average(three years). Did the averaged
Graduation Rate me#te Absolute Bar? If yes, Graduation Rate requirement wadfmet.
proceed to Step 3.

Step 3: Appl yl t keo iSaitle% Biayiess Gokor year Graduation Rate
must meet a minimum threshold). Did the current Graduation Rate inbreaséeast 10%
from the prior yearoés Graduation Rate? |If
Graduation Rate requirement was not met.

I 2009-2010 Absolute graduation bar = 80%

1 2008-2009 Minimum t hreshold for graduation rate = 60%

0,
2009 10% of | Increase 2010

. 2009 Target : Met / .
Step 1 Graduation Grad (10% Graduation Not Met Determination
Rate Rate
Rate | Increase)
Absolute Bar|  N/A N/A N/A 82% mer | Metthe Absolte Boof
Step 2 2008 2009 2010 Average M) Determination
p 9¢ | Not Met
The arerage othecurrent
year and two previous
Multi-year 70% 24% 77% 73.7% Not Met | years musbe equalto or
Average greater tharhe current
year 6s adfsol
80%

10% of | Increase

2009 2010
Step 3 Graduation 200 UETEfE Graduation = Determination
Grad (10% Not Met
Rate Rate
Rate | Increase)
ASafq 24 7.4% | 81.4% 81.4% Met | Met Increased Percentags
Harborl i k
1 a.f i 62% 6.2% 68.2% 66% Not Met | Did Not Meet Increase
Harborl i k
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Critical Element

7.2 What i s the Sf{sacond]@asademid iddicatar forrpablic elementary schools for the
definition of AYP? For public middle schools for the definition of AYP? For alternative high schools?

STATE RESPONSE AND STATE ACTIVITIES FOR MEETING REQUIREMENTS

Alternative High Schools - Beginning in 2008, those Georgia alternative schools that have high school grades
but do not offer high school diplomas will be allowed to use the event dropout rate in place of graduation rate as
their second indicator.
1 Absolute Bar: If the school's event dropout rate is less than or equal to the state's event dropout rate for
the previous year, then the school meets the dropout rate criteria.
1 2nd Look: Multiyear average- If the average of the school's event dropout rate for the three previous
years is less than or equal to the state's event dropout rate for the previous year, then the school meets
the dropout rate criteria.

Second Indicators - For elementary and middle schools, Georgiawi | | deednd indieatols 0 as a menu fro
which each LEA must choose. The options are described in the table below. The purpose is to make AYP

determinations as relevant and valuable as possible at the local level. Georgia law requires each school and

LEA to report annually on several academic indicators, and different indicators are of primary significance in

different LEAs. Each LEA will select its second indicator for AYP at the beginning of the academic year and will

maintain that indicator for this year and for at least three years beginning in 2007-08 i in conjunction with

schedul ed changes in the Statebds inter mediTameetAyRhal s/ annua
Georgia will require that each elementary and middle school meet State standards regarding progress on its

second indicator, which will include performance above a statewide preset level or improved performance from

the prior school year. (Progress on the second indicatorwi | | be required at the subgroup
harboro is used.)
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State Approved Menuof fiSecondo I ndicators

Effective for the 2007-2008 Academic Year

Note: LEAs made their selection again in 2007-2008. It will remain in place for at least 3 years.

Indicator Grade Level Standard
3-8, Schools, school districts, subgroups using the safe harbor method, and the State as a
High 9-11 whole must have no more than 15% of students absent more than 15 days in one school
Attendance Rate ) .
High 9, 9-10 year or show progress from the preceding year.
K-only
Beginning school year 2007-08, schools, school districts, subgroups using the safe harbor
Middle Grades Writing method, and the State as a whole will be required to score at or above 80% on the MGWA
8 .
Assessment (MGWA) or show progress from the preceding year.
This indicator was not available for the 2004-2005 school year, 2005-2006 or 2006-2007.
Beginning with school year 2007-08, schools, school districts, subgroups using the safe
Science CRCT 3-8 harbor method, and the State as a whole will be required to score at or above 80%
meeting or exceeding standards in Science or show progress from the preceding year.
Beginning with school year 2007-08, schools, school districts, subgroups using the safe
. . harbor method, and the State as a whole will be required to score at or above 80%
Social Studies CRCT 3-8 . : . . : .
meeting or exceeding standards in Social Studies or show progress from the preceding
year.
Percent Exceeding Beginning with school year 2007-08, schools, school districts, subgroups using the safe
Reading CRCT 1-8 harbor method, and the State as a whole will be required to score at or above 35%
Standards exceeding standards in Reading or show progress from the preceding year.
Percent Exceeding Beginning with school year 2007-08, schools, school districts, subgroups using the safe
English/Language 1-8 harbor method, and the State as a whole will be required to score at or above 15%
Arts CRCT Standards exceeding standards in English/Language Arts or show progress from the preceding year.
Percent Exceeding Beginning with school year 2007-08, schools, school districts, subgroups using the safe
Math CRCT 1-8 harbor method, and the State as a whole will be required to score at or above 15%
Standards exceeding standards in Math or show progress from the preceding year.
Percent Exceeding Beginning with school year 2007-08, schools, school districts, subgroups using the safe
Science CRCT 3-8 harbor method, and the State as a whole will be required to score at or above 15%
Standards exceeding standards in Science or show progress from the preceding year.
Percent Exceeding Beginning with school year 2007-08, schools, school districts, subgroups using the safe
Social Studies CRCT 3-8 harbor method, and the State as a whole will be required to score at or above 15%

Standards

exceeding standards in Social Studies or show progress from the preceding year.
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CRITICAL ELEMENT

73 Are t he St at[sedmd]iraicators galiti and reliable?

STATE RESPONSE AND STATE ACTIVITIES FOR MEETING REQUIREMENTS

All of Ge o r gsecartl sndicators are valid and reliable for AYP purposes and supported by evidence to that
effect.

Second indicators such as graduation rates, attendance rates, and achievement on other State assessments

are recognized as potential indicators in the NCLB Act and have strong correlations to overall academic

success. Georgiabs CRCT assessments have been developed
professional and technical standards and are supported by validity evidence. Georgia has systems in place to

ensure the accurate collection of data regarding second indicators (i.e., graduation rates, attendance rates).

1 For AYP determinations in 2005-2006 and subsequent QCC/GPS transition years, Georgia will
equate QCC to GPS assessment results in grades and subjects where appropriate using an
Equipercentile adjustment for multi-year averaging, safe harbor, and second indicator calculations (See
Appendix E, page 97).
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PRINCIPLE 8. AYP is based on reading/language arts and mathematics achievement objectives.

CRITICAL ELEMENT

8.1 Does the state measure achievement in reading/language arts and mathematics separately for
determining AYP?

STATE RESPONSE AND STATE ACTIVITIES FOR MEETING REQUIREMENTS

Georgiabdbs AYP deter mi nat i onschoblgand lSEAsUattenade separatelyforoup s, publ i
reading/English language arts and for mathematics. Georgia combines reading and English/language arts (two

separate State CRCT assessments) into a single indicator for AYP purposes with regard to elementary and

middle schools. Thus, for grades 3-8, AYP determinations are based separately on reading/ English language

arts and on mathematics. For grade 11, AYP determinations are based separately on English/language Arts

and on Mathematics.

See Element 3.2a for combining Reading with English/language Arts assessment results and more regarding
Georgiabs Starting Points.
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PRINCIPLE 9. State Accountability System is statistically valid and reliable.

CRITICAL ELEMENT

91 How do AYP deter mi nat i o rdfor ateeptable teliabilty3t at eds st

STATE RESPONSE AND STATE ACTIVITIES FOR MEETING REQUIREMENTS

Georgia includes several features to ensure the reliability of State AYP determinations. For example:

1 AYP determinations will be based primarily on State assessments that have been developed consistent
with nationally recognized professional and technical standards and are supported by evidence
regarding validity and reliability for AYP purposes.

T Georgiads mi nid4fstudents ormdeof studests enrolled in AYP grades, whichever is
greater (with a 75 student cap) for subgroup AYP AMO and Second Indicator (does not apply to
graduation rate or attendance but to those elementary and middle schools who use one of the academic
content areas from the list of acceptable 2" indicators) accountability purposes (including confidence
interval,*® multi-year average, and safe harbor).

1 All schools face school improvement consequences when they miss AYP for two consecutive years or
more in the same subject or the second indicator. See element 3.2 for additional information.

1 All LEAs face consequences if they do not meet AYP in the same subject or second indicator for two
consecutive years or more at the elementary, middle and the high school levels.

1 Annually, Georgia requires all subgroups, LEAs, and the State to demonstrate 95 percent participation
in state assessments (subgroup size n = 40 or more students, enrolled in AYP grades).

1 Georgia has an appeals process for AYP determinations through which any LEA may appeal a State
determination regarding a school or LEA that is found not to have made AYP.

T Geor gi abs -basedassessmehtsystem is aligned to its Quality Core Curriculum (QCC) and/or
Georgia Performance Standards (GPS) which are aligned with NAEP and the state required norm-
referenced tests.

For AYP determinations in 2005-2006 and subsequent QCC/GPS transition years, Georgia will equate
QCC to GPS assessment results in grades and subjects where appropriate using an Equipercentile adjustment
for multi-year averaging, safe harbor, and second indicator calculations (See Appendix E, page 97).

Georgia will annually review its system and processes for making AYP determinations to ensure maximum
reliability of AYP judgments.

Finally, Georgia has an AYP Appeals Processf or LEAs and school s. &boblofore i dent i
improvement, corrective action, or State Directed, status the following procedures are followed:
1) Georgia utilizes an interactive student record collection process that allows LEAs to review school-level
data that ultimately contributes to AYP determinations.
2) Preliminary AYP Reports are released on an internal review site. These reports do not reflect a final
determination; LEAs can drill down and review student level data for each component. Upon the
approval of the LEA superintendent, school principals
3) Superintendents sign-off on the data verification process certifying that the Student Record and the AYP
data are accurate.
4) This improved AYP process diminishes the number of appeals. Only extraordinary circumstances form
the basis for appeals.
5) An application process has been developed by GaDOE and provides guidance for appeals.
6) An appeals committee has been established with members from GaDOE. Consulting membership
reflects personnel from Title I, Curriculum and Instruction, School Improvement, Testing, Policy, and
Accountability.

¥ The critical z is 1.645 for a population proportion, which means the programs are runnintpé fsé at the 95% level
of significance.
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CRITICAL ELEMENT

9.2 What is the State's process for making valid AYP determinations?

STATE RESPONSE AND STATE ACTIVITIES FOR MEETING REQUIREMENTS

Georgia includes several features to ensure the validity of State AYP determinations, including those listed in
9.1.

Georgia has an appeals process, described in 9.1 for AYP determinations through which any LEA may appeal a
State determination regarding a school or LEA that does not make AYP.

Finally, Georgia has developed several methods to evaluate the validity and reliability of its AYP determinations
over time. Options include the following:

9 First, decisions concerning school AYP performance are compared to accountability decisions that
would have resulted had a conceptually different computational method been used. The GaDOE uses a
purely statistical analysis as a second measure of AYP for each school. The department will then
compute the association between the two comparisons. The GaDOE works with various experts,
including its testing Technical Advisory Committee, to establish appropriate reliability standards.

1 Second, the State identifies a random geographically and demographically stratified sample of schools,
and will investigate the validity of the AYP process by attempting to discern instructional and
administrative patterns in schools that did and did not meet AYP. In addition to providing feedback on
the AYP process, this investigation informs subsequent school improvement efforts statewide.
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CRITICAL ELEMENT

9.3 How has the State planned for incorporating into its definition of AYP anticipated changes in
assessments?

STATE RESPONSE AND STATE ACTIVITIES FOR MEETING REQUIREMENTS

Georgiabs plan maintains continuity in AYP decisions

curricular transition.

Currently all AYP assessments have completed the transitiontothest at e6s new curri cul
Performance Standards (GPS), with the exception of the Georgia High School Graduation Tests (GHSGT) in
mathematics. All transitioned assessments have been submitted for peer review.

The Mathematics portion of the GHSGT will transition to the GPS in Spring 2011. At that time, it will be
submitted for peer review as it will represent a new assessment, new content based on the GPS along with new
academic achievement levels.

For example:

1

The

of

Georgia includes new public schools in the State Accountability System if the new public school has

thro

um, t

he

been in existence for a Afull acaddahmstayeédsoSprieg, tes

window).

Georgia is in the process of r evi(QCChlpontctnpletisrtohthee 6 s

new curriculum, Georgia Performance Standards (GPS) are currently being phased-in. Current State
assessments will be aligned with the GPS.

For AYP determinations in 2005-2006 and subsequent QCC/GPS transition years, Georgia will
equate QCC to GPS assessment results in grades and subjects where appropriate using an
Equipercentile adjustment for multi-year averaging, safe harbor, and second indicator calculations (See
Appendix E, page 97).

Georgia periodically reviews and monitors its State Accountability System, so that issues and changes
can be quickly addressed.

Following the March 2004 administration of the Enhanced Georgia High School Graduation Test (E-
GHSGT), Georgia set achievement levels and established revised starting points.

Qual

revision of Georgiabés QCC has profound implications

The following preliminaryst eps ar e set forth realizing that the

decisions through assessment c¢ had@Hjirecenunction with itsdfechncal nst r uct e

Advisory Panel (TAC) and contractors.

il

=A =4 =4 -4 -9

il

Compare QCC with GPS and note additions, deletions, and modifications in content and process for
each tested course/grade level combination.

Modify content domain specifications, content weighting and test blueprints as warranted.

Revise item specifications and review all banked items for curricular relevance.

Build (write, review, pilot, field test, etc.) additional test items to ensure full content coverage of domains.
Review, revise, and update all test materials (e.g., Content Description Guides).

Conduct review of cut-scores derived from standard setting for continued alignment with content
standards and revised performance level descriptions.

Equate test forms to maintain constant levels of test difficulty, if advisable.

If deep structural changes are made in the development of the GPS, it may be necessary to recalculate the
appropriate starting point(s) (i.e., annual measurable objectives) while maintaining the 2013-14 endpoint for
100% proficiency.
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PRINCIPLE 10. In order for a public school or LEA to make AYP, the State ensures that it assessed at
least 95% of the students enrolled in each subgroup.

CRITICAL ELEMENT

10.1 What is the State's method for calculating participation rates in the State assessments for use in
AYP determinations?

STATE RESPONSE AND STATE ACTIVITIES FOR MEETING REQUIREMENTS

Georgia calculates participation rates on State assessments for AYP purposes by dividing the total number of
assessments administered by the total enrolliment for each subgroup, public school, and LEA (at or above the
minimum number of 40 students). Georgia uses information from Full Time Equivalent (FTE) files, the Student
Record, and test records to make these determinations.

Test Participants

Enrollment during State Testing Window
Invalid Test scores are counted for participation rates but are not counted for annual measurable objectives and
second indicators.
Per US ED regulation, Participation Invalids (PIV) are for those students taking an assessment with an

accommodation(s) that invalidate their score. They will not be reported as participants, hence there will
be no score for academic performance.
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CRITICAL ELEMENT

102 What is the Stateds policy for determining wh

STATE RESPONSE AND STATE ACTIVITIES FOR MEETING REQUIREMENTS

To demonstrate AYP, Georgia requires that all subgroups, schools, LEAs and the State at or above the
minimum number for enroliment demonstrate 95 percent participation on State assessments. A minimum
number of 40 students is used with regard to 95 percent participation rate determinations.

Invalid Test scores are counted for participation rates but are not counted for annual measurable objectives and

second indicators.

Per US ED regulations Participation Invalids (PIV) are for those students taking an assessment with an

accommodation(s) that invalidate their score. They will not be reported as participants, hence there will

be no score for academic performance.
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AYP Workbook Appendix A
Required Data Elements for State Report Card

1111(h)(1)(C)

1. Information, in the aggregate, on student achievement at each proficiency level on the State academic
assessments (disaggregated by race, ethnicity, gender, disability status, migrant status, English proficiency, and
status as economically disadvantaged), except that such disaggregation shall not be required in a case in which
the number of students in a category is insufficient to yield statistically reliable information or the results would
reveal personally identifiable information about an individual student.

2. Information that provides a comparison between the actual achievement levels of each student subgroup and
the Stateds annual measurabl e objecti vtheacademic each such gr
assessments.

3. The percentage of students not tested (disaggregated by the student subgroups), except that such
disaggregation shall not be required in a case in which the number of students in a category is insufficient to
yield statistically reliable information or the results would reveal personally identifiable information about an
individual student.

4. The most recent 3-year trend in student achievement in each subject area, and for each grade level, for the
required assessments.

5. Aggregate information on any other indicators used by the State to determine the adequate yearly progress
of students in achieving State academic achievement standards disaggregated by student subgroups.

6. Graduation rates for secondary school students disaggregated by student subgroups.

7. Information on the performance of local educational agencies in the State regarding making adequate yearly
progress, including the number and names of each school identified for school improvement under section
1116.

8. The professional qualifications of teachers in the State, the percentage of such teachers teaching with
emergency or provisional credentials, and the percentage of classes in the State not taught by highly qualified
teachers, in the aggregate and disaggregated by high-poverty compared to low-poverty schools which (for this
purpose) means schools in the top quartile of poverty and the bottom quartile of poverty in the State.
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AYP Workbook Appendix B

State Board of Education Rules Related to
Georgiabs Single Statewide Accountability

Adopted by the Georgia State Board of Education on July 14, 2005

Code: 1AB(1)
160-7-1-.01 SINGLE STATEWIDE ACCOUNTABILITY SYSTEM.

(1) The State Board of Education Blzgpprove a Single Statewide Accountability System, with
awards and consequences, as defined in this chapter and consistent with state and federal law.

(2) The Single Statewide Accountability System shall include an annual Accountability Pnofile fo
every public school and Local Educational Agency (LEA) in the state. The Accountability Profile
shall have three components: an absolute performance determination that shall be based on Adequate
Yearly Progress, a Performance Index determination liaditlse based on progress over the previous
year 6s performance, and Performance Highlights
recognition for each school and LEA based on acadestated indicators. The components of the
Accountability Rofile will be included in the State Report Card prepared and distributed annually by
the Office of Student Achievement.

(3) The purpose of the Single Statewide Accountability System includes, but it is not limited to,
providing valid, reliable accowability determinations at the school, LEA, and state levels that can
help promote continuous improvement in raising student achievement and closing achievement gaps.

Authority O.C.G.A. § 2014-26; 2014-34; 2014-37; 2014-41.

Adopted: July 14, 2005 Effective: August 4, 2005
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Code: 1AB(2)
160-7-1-.02 ACCOUNTABILITY SYSTEM DEFINITIONS.

(1) Accountability Plan information presented annually by December 31 by the Office of Student
Achievement to the State Board of Education deswgithe methodology used to determine the
components of the Accountability Profile to be included in the State Report Card.

(2) Accountability Proflea publ i cly disseminated r
| ocal educatibA@ds) apencgdbmance as def
System (SSAS) and included in the State Report Card.

eport that
i ned by the

(3) Adequate Yearly Progress (AYPa component of the Accountability Profile based on a series of
performance goals that eyeschool, LEA, and state must achieve within specified timeframes in order
to meet the 100% proficiency goal established by the federal No Child Left Behind Act of
2001(NCLB).

(4) AYP Workbook- the document that is officially known as the Consolid&&ate Application
Accountability Workbook. Each state annually submits to the United States Department of Education
(US ED) its workbook describing how AYP determinations will be calculated and how the state will
comply with the No Child Left Behind Adaf 200 1. Updates to the AYP Wo
response to feedback from Georgia education stakeholders, analysis of agatledcdata, and
changes in state curriculum and assessments, state law, and federal legislation and/or
guidance/reguations from US ED.

(5) ContractManaged Schogla school subject to interventions as provided in the Management
Contract with the LEA. The Contrabtanaged School will implement intervention strategies in the
Management Contract and will be moméd and evaluated on an ongoing basis by the LEA and
GDOE.

(6) ContractMonitored Schoot a school subject to interventions as provided in the Improvement
Contract with the LEA. The Contrablonitored School will implement intervention strategieshie t
Improvement Contract and will be monitored and evaluated on an ongoing basis by the LEA and
GDOE.

(7) CriterionReferenced Competency Tests (CRESaterequired tests to measure student
acquisition of the knowledge and skills set forth in theestatriculum. Georgia law requires that these
tests be administered to students in grades
one through eight in the content areas of reading, English/language arts, and mathematics, and in
grades three through eight in science and social studies.
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160-7-1-.02 (Continued)

(8) Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESBAg federal education statute, originally
passed by the U. S. Congress in 1965, that defines the role of the federal government in public
education and authorizes many of the mé&deral education programs, including Title I. This Act
has been reauthorized by Congress several times, most recently in 2001 as the No Child Left Behind
Act.

(9) Enhanced Georgia High School Graduation Te&isorgia High School Graduation Tests
(GHSGT) for English/language arts and mathematics were enhanced to comply with the No Child Left
Behind Act of 2001 requiring more rigorous examinations. For accountability purposes, Enhanced
GHSGT results from first time test takers in the eleventh g@denglish/language arts and
mathematics are used in making AYP determinations at school, LEA, and state levels.

(10) Georgia Alternate Assessment (GA4n assessment based on an Individualized Education
Program (IEP) that reports progress towardeaament of targeted goals for students participating in
an alternate curriculum and who are unable to participate inratatdated assessments even with
maximum accommodations.

(11) Georgia Department of Education (GDQM)e state agency charged lwihe fiscal and
administrative management of certain aspects-@2kublic education, including the implementation
of federal and state mandates. Such management is subject to supervision and oversight by the State
Board of Education.

(12) Georgia Hyh School Graduation Tests (GHSGBfatemandated curriculurbased
assessments administered in grade eleven for graduation purposes.
The tests are administered several times a year so that students have up to five opportunities to take
each of the testwithin their eleventh and twelfth grade years.

(13) Improvement Contraeta contract between the LEA and State Education Agency (SEA)
outlining an LEAG6s commitment to i mplement inter
consequences.

(14) Instructional Coach a certified teacher or administrator, with a record of raising academic
achievement of students, who is designated to work with schools identified as Needs Improvement and
subject to escalating consequences.

(15) Instructional Extesion- a statefunded academic instructional program designed for

implementation beyond the regular school day to address the academic needpesfdonving
students.
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160-7-1-.02 (Continued)

(16) Leadership Facilitatordndividuals assigna by the GDOE to specific schools on a ldegm
basis. Based on student achievement data, they advise, mentor, and provide feedback to school
administrators in mobilizing and leading school staff to implement required plans, actions, and changes
to improwe student academic performance. The Leadership Facilitators also will assist administrators
and teacher leaders in school improvement processes that produce high levels of learning for all
students.

(17) Local Educational Agency (LEA)ocal schol system pursuant to local board of education
control and management.

(18) LEA Corrective Action Planan addendum of a LEA Improvement Plan required of all LEAS
that reach Needs Improvement Year 3. The Corrective Action Plan is to be writteorideexce with
the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, section 1116, and approved by the State Board of Education for
a minimum of a tweyear period.

(19) LEA Improvement Plana document developed by a LEA, and approved by the State Board of
Education,¢ serve as a blueprint for guiding the LEASOG
identified LEA, school, and student achievement objectives and targets.

(20) LEA Support Specialista certified administrator, appointed by the GDOE to manage and
approve the financial, personnel, and program resources of schools identified as Needs Improvement
and subject to escalating consequences.

(21) Management Contract contract between the LEA and SEA for schools classified as a State
Monitored Scho | t hat outlines a school ds and LEAO&6s com
interventions with the assistance of the GDOE.

(22) Needs Improvementan identification for a school or LEA that has not made AYP for two or
more consecutive years in the sasubject for schools and in the same subject for both elementary and
secondary school grade spans for LEAs.

(23) No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 (NCLB) a reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary
Education Act of 1965 the principal federdhw affecting education from kindergarten through high
school. NCLB is designed to improve student achievement and close achievement gaps. States are
required to develop challenging academic standards, to educate all students to 100 percent proficiency
by 2014, and to create and implement a single, statewide accountability system.

(24) Office of Student Achievement (OSAbhe state agency mandated by state law to create a
uniform performancéased accountability system forR public schools that aorporates both state
and federal mandates, including student and school performance standards. Additionally, OSA is
charged with the responsibility of publishing the State Report Card for schools and LEAs and to
formulate a system of awards and consegegnvithin the Single Statewide Accountability System.
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160-7-1-.02 (Continued)

(25) OSA Auditi an investigation into evidence of neompliance regarding identified
interventions pursuant to SBOE Rule1BQ-.04 Accountability System Awards and@sequences.
OSA audits may also include a review of school and/or LEA performance and fund accounting
information and records.

(26) Performance Highlightsa component of the Accountability Profile that utilizes data from the
State Report Carb recognize each school and LEA for top indicators based on key variables related
to student achievement.

(27) Performancelndexa measur e of a school 6s or LEAG6s curr
gain over the pr evi ousesulfsdrental GRCp subjdcte anchgradesandtha s e d
English/language arts, math, science, and social studies GHSGT results for first time test takers in the
eleventh grade. The Performance Index calculations are based on schools with the greatest gains and
on schools with the highest percentage of students meeting and exceeding standards.

(28) Principal Master a certified administrator, with a record of raising academic achievement of
students and schools, who is designated to work with schools idémts Needs Improvement Year 6
or more.

(29) Regional Education Service Agency (RESA)state agency established to improve the
effectiveness of educational programs and services to LEAs through the provision of certain shared
services to those LEAS.

(30) Regional Support Team$eams, led by the GDOE, responsible for coordinating the statewide,
coherent, and sustained system of assistance and support for schools and LEAs not meeting specified
levels of achievement or progress.

(31) SafeHarbor- the last step in determining AYP status if the confidence interval approach and
mult-ry ear averaging do not enable a group of stude
AYP. To make Safe Harbor, a
subgroup must decrease the percéstudents not meeting proficient/advanced levels by 10% from
the previous year. The subgroup must also meet the additional academic indicator requirement.

(32) School Corrective Action Plaran addendum of a School Improvement Plan requiredi of
schools that reach Needs Improvement Year 3. The Corrective Action Plan is written collaboratively
by the LEA and the school in accordance with the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, section 1116,
and approved by the local board of education for ammim of a tweyear period.

(33) School Improvement Fieldboela guide, published by the GDOE, to assist with school
improvement planning and implementation of focused, resdxséd
strategies to increase the opportunity for schools to make AYPB déisigned for use by all Georgia
educators and schools as a tool to clarify and e
Statewide Accountability System.
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160-7-1-.02 (Continued)

(34) School Improvement Plara document developed bysehool and approved by the LEA to
serve as a blueprint for guiding the school 6s <cc
student achievement objectives and targets.

(35) School Performance Review GDOE initiated review and analysissof sch ool 6s st uder
academic performance data to determine school improvement interventions.

(36) School Restructuring Plamn addendum of the School Improvement Plan and Corrective
Action Plan required of all schools that reach Needs ImprovementdYeEhe School Restructuring
Plan is written and implemented collaboratively by the LEA and the school in accordance with the No
Child Left Behind Act of 2001, section 1116, and approved by the GDOE.

(37) Scientificallybased researctresearch thatvolves the application of rigorous, systematic, and
objective procedures to obtain reliable and valid knowledge relevant to education activities and
programs. Such research must (1) employ systematic, empirical methods that draw on observations or
experments; (2) involve rigorous data analysis to support hypothesis testing and to justify conclusions
drawn; (3) rely on reliable and valid measurement or observation methods; (4) be evaluated using
experimental and quasikperimental designs; (5) ensure cdebgness, clarity, and level of detail to
allow for replication and generalization; and (6) have been accepted byr@yeered journal or
approved by an independent panel of experts through a comparable rigorous, objective, and scientific
review.

(38) Single Statewide Accountability System (SSAB)e statewide accountability system defined by
OSA and adopted by the State Board of Education that includes indicators reflecting both absolute and
progress determinations. The SSAS merges bothdealed state education laws that relate X

school accountability for student academic perfc
the absolute component shall be based on the federal AYP determination. The performance
componentshallbesbs ed on t he Perf ormance I ndex that ref/l

year on indicators identified by OSA that will result in a corresponding award category. In addition,
the Accountability Profile shall incorporate a listing of PerformancelHighg ht s t hat captur
and LEAOGs f#retated imdicadods dased primarily on State Report Card data.

(39) State Board of Education (SBOHe constitutional authority which defines education policy
for the public k12 educatioragencies in Georgia.

(40) State Educational Agency (SEA or Statdje Georgia State Board of Education. The State
Superintendent of Schools implements the administrative functions on behalf of the Georgia State
Board of Education.

(41) Stae ReportCardt he of fi ci al r e p-b2rpwblicschoold thdt inctude©Sano r gi a 6
annual report prepared by OSA for each school, system, and the state, which is widely disseminated
for use by educators, parents, and the general public. TheRefadet Card contains student and
school performance information based on the most current data available disaggregated by student
groups.
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160-7-1-.02 (Continued)

(42) Student Recordan annual record that provides cumulative information about angtiatehe
school year, such as education history and demographics. This information contains LEA, school, and
student level data that can be used for both state and LEA reporting and analysis.

(43) Supplemental Educational Services (SE&)ditiond academic instruction provided outside the
regular school day that is designed to increase the academic achievement of students in low
performing schools. (State Board of Education Rule46003 Supplemental Educational Services.)

(44) System Péormance Reviewa GDOE i niti ated review and analy
school academic performance data to help determine school and LEA improvement interventions.

(45) Title 1- the federal Elementary and Secondary Education Act prograrfotheses on improving
the academic achievement of the disadvantaged by ensuring that all children have a fair, equal, and
significant opportunity to obtain a higfuality education and reach, at a minimum, proficiency on
challenging state academic standaadd state academic assessments.

Authority O.C.G.A. 8§ 2@-11; 202-270.1; 262-281,; 2014-26; 2014-30; 2614-31; 2014-33; 2014-
34; 2014-37.

Adopted: July 14, 2005 Effective: August 4, 2005
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Code: 1AB(3)
160-7-1-.03 ACCOUNTABILITY PROFILE.

(1) Each public school and LEA shall receive an annual Accountability Profile, as defined in this

section and consistent with state and federal law, that shall constitute the state's accountability
determination. The Accout abi | ity Profile wil/ be incl-uded 1in
12 public schools.

(2) Accountability Plan.

(a) Each year, the State Board of Education shall approve an annual Accountability Plan, presented
by the Office of Student Achieveant (OSA), that shall include detailed information regarding the
Accountability Profile, which includes AYP requirements. Such information shall include the
methodology that will be used to determine each component of the Accountability Profile and how the
Accountability Profile will inform decisions regarding awards and consequences. The Accountability
Plan shall be designed to promote valid and reliable accountability determinations, based on available
data and within the capacity of state and local dali@ction systems.

(3) Adequate Yearly Progress.
(a) Each Accountability Profile shall include an Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) determination, as
required by the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 (NCLB), which shall be based primarily on the
main admiistration of state assessments in mathematics and reading/language arts that have been
developed consistent with nationally recognized professional and technical standards and are supported
by evidence regarding validity and reliability for AYP purposébe state assessments used in AYP
determinations include the Georgia Criterion Referenced Competency Tests in reading and
English/language arts combined and mathematics for elementary and middle schools, the Enhanced
Georgia High School Graduation TestsHnglish/language arts and mathematics for high schools, and
the Georgia Alternate Assessment for students who have the most severe cognitive impairments and
who can not meaningfully participate in the regular assessments.
(b) In order to make AYP, Bools, LEAs, and the state must:
1. Demonstrate that at least 95 percent of students (overall and for relevant subgroups) participated
in the state assessments; AND
2. Meet or exceed the state's annual measurable objectives for the perdesitadgnts scoring
proficient or above on the state assessments (overall and for relevant subgroups) or demonstrate Safe
Harbor; AND
3. Show progress on an additional academic indicator, that shall be Graduation Rate for High
Schools and an indicatselected by LEAs from a menu provided by OSA for Elementary and Middle
Schools including for subgroups where Safe Harbor is applied.
(c) In Georgia, the AYP subgroups are the race/ethnic categories of American Indian/Alaskan
Native, Asian/Pacific Islaater, Black, Hispanic, White, and Multacial; students with disabilities;
limited English proficient students; and economically disadvantaged students. Any subgroup that
meets Georgiads minimum number of metaueforahi p wi l
school, LEA, or state as defined in Georgiads AY
information is included in the State Report Card for reporting purposes only and are not included in
AYP determinations.
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(d) Each year, the SBOE shatlopt and submit to US ED for approval, after opportunity for public
notice and comment, OSA6s plan for determining #
given school year, including the specific methodology that will be used to ensuregheatd and
reliable AYP determinations are made, in a manner consistent with state and federal law.

(4) Performance Index.

(a) Each Accountability Profile shall include a
progress overthe prewios year 6s performance in i mproving stu
Performance Index calculations will be based on results from all CRCT subjects and grades and the
English/language arts, math, science, and social studies GHSGT results fonditgtst takers in the
eleventh grade. Performance Index shall be based on either schools with the greatest gains in the
percentage of students meeting and exceeding standards or on schools with the highest percentage of
students meeting and exceedirgnstards.

(5) Performance Highlights.

(a) Each Accountability Profile shall include a component for Performance Highlights composed of
data regarding key variables related to student achievement. Information collected from the State
ReportCarddt a wi | | be used to provide recognition fo
LEAOGs t o prelaed pedoegnmance.

(6) Data Verification and Appeals.

(a) The verification process involves an interactive student record collection pratess!thllow
LEAs to review LEA and schoalevel data that will be used to compile the Accountability Profiles,
including AYP determinations.

(b) Preliminary AYP data along with school and L#gvel data that contribute to the Accountability
Profile shall be released to LEAs for review before final AYP determinations are made and before
Accountability Profiles are released.

Superintendents will certify that the Student Record, the preliminary AYP data, and the Accountability
Profile data are accue If the LEA believes that the preliminary data and/or proposed identification
are in error for statistical or other substantive reasons, the LEA may provide evidence to OSA for
consideration prior to making a final AYP determination or Accountabilitjilé report.

(c) LEAs may appeal to OSA final AYP determinations and Accountability Profile reports based on
extraordinary circumstances and consistent with guidance developed and provided by OSA.

Authority O.C.G.A. § 2014-26; 2014-30; 2014-33.

Adopted: July 14, 2005 Effective: August 4, 2005
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Code: 1AB(4)

160-7-1-.04 ACCOUNTABILITY SYSTEM AWARDS AND CONSEQUENCES.

(1) Awards.

(a) Each public school shall be eligible for Awards based on its Accountability Profilejing
primarily its Performance Index determination. Awards may include public recognition, increased
flexibility, with regard to state or federal requirements (to the extent permitted under state and federal
law), and financial awards (subject to apprajon). Detailed information regarding Awards and
criteria for Awards shall be included in the Accountability Plan presented annually to the State Board
of Education, described in Rule 18@l-.03 Accountability Profiles.

(2) SchoolLevel Consequenes.

(a) In accordance with state and federal law, each public school identified as Needs Improvement
shall be subject to consequences designed to help improve student achievement based on its Adequate
Yearly Progress (AYP) determination. The AccouiitigtProfile and Georgia Department of
Education (GDOE) guidance will inform the nature and degree of the required improvement plans
(i.e., school improvement, corrective action, or restructuriigge GDOE shall provide, in accordance
with the NCLB Actof 2001, section 1117 (a), a system of intensive and sustained support and
improvement for LEAs and schools identified as Needs Improvement.

1. A school shall be identified as in Needs Improvement status if the school has not made AYP in the
same subject for two consecutive years.

2. A school shall be removed from Needs Improvement status if the school has made AYP for two
consecutive years.

3. Escal ation in |levels of Needs I mprovement st
AYP in the same subject for two or more consecutive years. A school that fails to make AYP, but does
not fail to make AYP in the same subject for two consecutive years, will remain in its existing Needs
Improvement status for the following school year. A sthioat makes AYP for one year will also
remain in its existing Needs Improvement status for the following year.

4. Pursuant to recommendations of the School Performance Review and needs assessment conducted
by the GDOE, schools identified as NeedsHowement 7 or beyond may be, at any time, subject to
escalating consequences to include,
but are not limited to, an Improvement Contract, pursuant to paragraph (g) (2), or a Management
Contract, pursuant to Section (i) (2).

5. The LEA must promptlyrioi f y parents of each student enrol |l
classification. The notice must be in an understandable and uniform format and, to the extent
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practicable, in a language that parents understand. Additionally, it must honor the pfiatcy
students and their families. The notice must include:
(i) An explanation of a school ds status wunder t
schools in the LEA and the state.
(i) Reasons the school is identified for improvemen
(iif) An explanation of actions by the school to improve student achievement.
(iv) An explanation of what the LEA and/or the GDOE are doing to improve student achievement.
(v) An explanation regarding the means for parent involvement in igguels contributed to the
school 6s failure to make AYP.

6. The LEA shall provide technical assistance to the school identified as Needs Improvement.

(b) Needs Improvement Year 1.A school that has not made AYP for a period of two consecutive
yearsin the same subjeshall be identified ableeds Improvement Year land shall be subject to the
following requirements:

1. The school shall develop, no later than 3 months after being identified as Needs Improvement, a
School Improvement Plan. Thel®ol Improvement Plan shall be for a minimum of a-txear
period. The plan shall be subject to a peer review process by the LEA within 45 days of receipt, shall
be coordinated by the LEA, shall be approved by the local board of education, and stalkebe m
available to the GDOE upon request. The School Improvement Plan shall meet the requirements of
NCLB Act of 2001, section 1116, as applicable and as provided in the GDOE School Improvement
Fieldbook. The school shall implement the School Improvemeantdpon approval by the LEA.

2. The LEA shall provide students enrolled in the school the option to transfer to another public
school that has not been identified as Needs Improvement within the LEA.

(i) LEAs shall provide or ensure transpoidatto students exercising the option to transfer to another
public school in the LEA that has not been identified as Needs Improvefamhe 200405 school
year and any subsequent year in which the
legislature does not appropriate funds for the miowi of transportation to nefitle | students
exercising the option to transfer to another public school pursuant to this
rule, the parent or guardian assumes responsibility for the transportation of that JtaddmA shall
provide transportation fatudents transferring from Title | schools in accordance with federal law.

(i) For students transferring from ndntle | schools, the LEA is not required to exceed facility
capacity when determining school choice options and shall give ptiotitye lowest achieving
students. For students transferring from Title | schools, the LEA may not use lack of capacity to deny
school choice to those students.

(c) Needs Improvement Year 2.A school identified adleeds Improvement Year Zoursuant to
paragraph (2)(a)(3hall be subject to all consequences applicable to schools in Needs Improvement
Year 1 as well as to the following requirement:

1. The LEA shall offer students enrolled in the school access to instructional extension services in
acordance with SBOERule1682-. 14 |1 nstructional Extension pri ol
achieving students. For Title | schools, Supplemental Educational Services shall be provided in
accordance with federal law and State Board of Education Rutd-5603 Supplemental Educatiain
Services.
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(d) Needs Improvement Year 3.A school identified adbleeds Improvement Year Joursuant to
Section (2)(a)(3%hall be subject to all consequences applicable to schools in Needs Improvement Year
2 as well as tone following requirements:

1. The LEA shall develop and implement, no later than 3 months after being identified for corrective
action, a School Corrective Action Plan. The Corrective Action Plan shall be approved by the local
board of education, arghall be made available to the GDOE. The School Corrective Action Plan
shall be in accordance with content, format, and procedures developed and disseminated by the GDOE
in the GDOE School Improvement Fieldbook. The school shall implement the Schaedt@err
Action Plan upon approval by the LEA. The LEA shall select at least one corrective action from the
following:

(i) Replace the school staff who are relevant to the school not making AYP.

(i) Institute and fully implement a new curriculum, lading providing appropriate professional
learning opportunities that are grounded in scientifiecbiiged or evidendgeased research and offer
substantial promise of improving educational achievement foialdwieving students.

(i) Significantly deaease management authority at the school level.

(iv) Appoint an outside expert to advise the school on its progress toward meeting required
achievement targets.

(v) Extend the school year and/or school day for the school.

(vi) Restructure thenternal organizational arrangement of the school.

(e) Needs Improvement Year 4.A school identified afNeeds Improvement Year 4pursuant to
paragraph (2)(a)(33hall be subject to all consequences applicable to schools in Needs Improvement
Year 3as well as to the following requirements:

1. The LEA shall continue to implement the corrective action selected the previous year.

2. The LEA shall develop a plan to restructure the governance arrangement of the school and shall
assure that th8chool Restructuring Plan is received by the GDOE no later than six months after the
school is identified for improvement and restructuring. The School Restructuring Plan shall be
implemented for a minimum of a twgear period, shall be subject to a pesfiew process
coordinated by the GDOE, and shall be approved by the GDOE. The School RestructurgigPlan
meet the requirements of NCLB Act of 2001, section 1116, as applicable and as provided in the GDOE
School Improvement Fieldbook. The LEA shatiglement the plan no later than the beginning of the
school year in which the LEA/school is identified as Needs Improvement Year 5. The LEA shall
include in its plan at least one of the restructuring options from the following:

(i) Reopening the schbas a public charter school.

(if) Replacing all or most of the school staff (which may include the principal) who are relevant to
the school not making AYP.

(iii) Entering into a contract with an entity, such as a private management company, with a
demonstrated record of effectiveness, to operate the public school.

(itv) Any other major restructuring of the schoo
reforms, such as significant changesastudemt t he schoc
academic achievement in the school and that has substantial promise of enabling the school to make
AYP.
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() Needs Improvement Year 5.A school identified adleeds Improvement Year Spursuant to
paragraph (2)(a)(3hall be subject to all cerquences applicable to schools in Needs Improvement
Year 4 in addition to the requirement that the LEA begiplementing the restructuring plan
developed and approved the previous year.

(g) Needs Improvement Year 6.A school identified adleeds Improvement Year 6pursuant to
paragraph (2)(a)(3) shall continue to implement the Restructuring Plan. The LEA and GDOE, through
ongoing monitoring and evaluation, will determine appropriate updates and revisions to the
Restructuring Plan during this secorehy of implementation.

1. The LEA and Needs Improvement Year 6 school shall be subject to a School Performance Review
and needs assessment conducted by the GDOE. The GDOE School Performance Review team will
make recommendations to the State Boarddxfcation regarding schetdvel and/or LEAlevel
interventions needed to address the findings from the School Performance Review.

2. The I mprovement Contract, outlining the LEAS®
interventions with assistance the GDOE, will be developed and signed by the LEA
superintendent, the local board of education chair, the State Superintendent, and the State Board of
Education chair. Failure of the LEA to enter into the Improvement Contract pursuant to thislrule wil
result in a referral to the Office of Student Achievement (OSA) forawonpliance. The Improvement
Contract must be implemented no later than the beginning of the school year the school is identified in
Needs Improvement Year 7. The Improvement Consiaall be in effect for a minimum of a two
year period and shall be subject to ongoing review and evaluations conducted by the GDOE. The
Improvement Contract shall be developed in accordance with content, fandgtrocedures
developed and disseminateylthe GDOE.

3. Schoollevel interventions may include, but are not limited tordraoval of personnel at the
school level relevant to the school not making AYP; appointment of a Principal Master and/or
Instructional Coach; management of the schoolget; and utilization of Georgia Performance
Standards (GPS) Learning Frameworks and-niaek Progress Monitoring.

4. LEA-level interventions may include, but are not limited to the removal of personnel at the LEA
level relevant to the school not miagg AYP; appointment of an LEA Support Specialist to manage
and approve the financial, personnel, and program resources of the school; redirection of resources
(state and federal) to support improvements; plan for a local conversion charter.

(h) Nedas Improvement Year 7. A school identified adleeds Improvement Year 7jpursuant to
paragraph (2)(a)(3) shall be classified as a ConvlrtitoredSchool and shall implement the
interventions outlined in the Improvement Contract developed and agreedajadar than the
beginning of the school year. The LEA and GDOE, through ongoing monitoring and evaluation, will
determine appropriate amendments and revisions to the Improvement Contract during this first year of
implementation to be approved by thet&t&oard of Education.

(i) Needs Improvement Year 8.A school identified adleeds Improvement Year ursuant to

paragraph (2)(a)(3) shall remain classified as a CorAulacitored School and shall be subject to all
conseqguences applicable tosals in Needs Improvement Year 7. The LEA and GDOE, through
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ongoing monitoring and evaluation, will determine appropriate updates and revisions to the
Improvement Contract during this second year of implementation to be approved by the State Board of
Eduation.

1. The LEA and Needs Improvement Year 8 school shall be subject to a System Performance
Review and needs assessment conducted by the GDOE. The GDOE System Performance Review
team will make recommendations to the State Board of Education iregacthoollevel and/or
LEA-level interventions needed to address the findings from the System Performance Review.

2. The Management Contract, outlining the commitment to implement the identified interventions
with assistance from the GDOE, will bevééoped and signed by the LEA superintendent, the local
board of education chair, the State Superintendent, and the State Board of Education chair. Failure of
the LEA to enter into the Management Contract pursuant to this rule will result in refer@htO
nonrcompliance. The Management Contract must be implemented no later than the beginning of the
school year the school is identified in Needs Improvement Year 9. The Management Contract shall
be in effect for a minimum of a twyear period and shabe subject to ongoing review and
evaluations conducted by the GDOE. The Management Contract shall be developed in accordance
with content, format, and procedures developed and disseminated by the GDOE.

3. Schoollevel interventions may include, butanot limited to school
closure; mandated charter school; complete reconstitution of the schobhs## expenditure
controls; specified maximum class sizes.

4. LEA-level interventions may include, but are not limited to a decrease of managethenitya
for the superintendent and local board of education; assignment of a management team to operate all or
part of the LEA; restructuring of the LEAOGS goVeE

() Needs Improvement Year 9. A school identified afNeeds ImprovementYear 9 pursuant to
paragraph (2)(a)(3) shall be classified aantractManaged School and shall be subject to all
consequences applicable to schools in Needs Improvement Year 8. The LEA and GDOE, through
ongoing monitoring and evaluation, will determimppropriate amendments and revisions to the
Management Contract during this first year of implementation to be approved by the State Board of
Education.

(k) Needs Improvement Year 10.A school identified adleeds Improvement Year 1(pursuant to
paragraph (2)(a)(3) shall remain classified a€a@ntractManaged School and shall be subject to all
consequences applicable to schools in Needs Improvement Year 9. The LEA and GDOE, through
ongoing monitoring and evaluation, will determine appropriate dments and revisions to the
Management Contract during this second year of implementation to be approved by the State Board of
Education.

..(3) LEA-Level Consequences.

(a) Each LEA identified as Needs Improvement shall be subject to consequengesdiEshelp
improve student achievement based on its AYP determination. The Accountability Profile and GDOE
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guidance will inform the nature and degree of the required improvement laessDOE shall
provide assistance to LEAs identified as Needs awgment.

1. An LEA shall be identified as in Needs Improvement status if the LEA has not made AYP in the same
subject for two consecutive years at both elementary/middle school and the high school levels.

2. An LEA shall be removed from Needs Impement status if the LEA has made AYP for two
consecutive years.

(b) An LEA that has not made AYP in the same subject for a period of two consecutive years at both
elementary/middle school and the high school levels shall be identifiéeemsimprovement Year
1 and shall be subject to the following requirements:

1. The LEA shall develop, no later than 3 months after being identified as Needs Improvement, an
LEA Improvement Plan. The LEA Improvement Plan shall be for a minimum of-géaoperiod
and shall be reviewed and approved by the GDOE.
The LEA Improvement Plan shall be in accordance with content and procedures developed and
disseminated by the GDOE. The LEA shall implement the plan expeditiously, but not later than the
beginnng of the next school year after the school year in which the LEA was identified for
improvement.

(c) An LEA identified adNeeds Improvement Year 2hall implement the LEA Improvement Plan
developed pursuant to subsection (3)(b), if not previanghemented.

(d) An LEA identified asNeeds Improvement Year Jursuant to subsection (3) (b) shall be subject
to the following requirements:

1. The LEA shall develop, no later than 3 months after being identified for corrective action, an LEA
Corrective Action Plan. The LEA Corrective Action Plan, shall be integrated with the LEA
Improvement Plan, shall be for a minimum of a{year period, and shall be reviewed by the GDOE
and approved by the State Board of Education upon recommendatiorGBD@Ie. The LEA
Corrective Action Plan shall be in accordance with content, format, and procedures developed and
disseminated by the GDOE. The LEA shall implement the Corrective Action Plan no later than the
beginning of the school year following the sohgear in which the LEA was identified for corrective
action.

2. The LEA Corrective Action Plan shall include at least one corrective action as defined in federal
| aw, which may include major restructakesing of tF
fundamental reforms, consistent with the corrective action options, and has substantial promise of
enabling the LEA to meet AYP.

(4) OSA Audit Function and Record Retention Requirements.

1. Record Retention Requirements.
In addition to all otler records required to be maintained by federal and state law, LEAs and schools
shall maintain current records of contact information for all teachers, parents, and school council
members. Teacher contact information shall include subjects and grade tawght, class schedules,
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years of experience, and certificate level. Parent contact information shall include current school or
schools attended by children and current grade levels of children. School council member contact
information shall include mae, title, and community relationship to the school.

2. Right to Audit.
OSA may, upon GDOE recommendation or upon its own initiative, investigate evidence of school or
LEA noncompliance with the requirements of this rule at any time. Such investigainclude
performing an ossite audit of any school or LEA at any time. Thesite OSA Audit may include,
but is not | imited to, a review of the school or
school or LEA performance and accountingonnfiation and records. Auditors may gather school
performance information from school administrators, teachers, and parents of students enrolled in the
LEA.

3. Upon conclusion of its investigation, OSA, where applicable, will prepare a draft awdit rep
detailing the findings of its investigation. OSA will provide the affected LEA or school with a copy of
the draft report and provide the school or LEA with thirty days to review and comment on the findings
contained in the draft report. The affecsethool or LEA must submit its comments on the findings
contained in the draft report to the attention c
required to include, the comments provided by the affected school or LEA in its final reponvilDSA
transmit its final report to the GDOE for submission to the SBOE.

4 . When applicabl e, OSAGs final report may mak
address the school or L E ®$%Asmayreconcnmemdsdnctiameiiedmg, wi t h  t
but not limited to, withholding of federal and/or state funds pursuant to the procedures provided in
State Board of Education Rule 16-.02.

Authority O.C.G.A. § 2014-26; 2014-37; 2014-38; 2014-41.

Adopted: July 14, 2005 Effective: August 4, 2005
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