





regulations, as listed in the enclosure to this letter. The next peer review is scheduled for March 23-27,
2009. Evidence for that review is due three weeks prior to the review.

I appreciate Virginia’s efforts to raise the achievement of all students and hold all schools accountable. I
wish you continued success in your school improvement efforts. If you have any questions, please do not
hesitate to contact David Harmon (David.Harmon@ed.gov) or Abigail Rogers (Abigail.Rogers@ed.gov)
of my staff.

Sincérely,
Kerri L. Briggs, Ph.D.
Enclosure

cc: Governor Tim Kaine
Shelly Loving-Ryder



SUMMARY OF ADDITIONAL EVIDENCE THAT VIRGINIA MUST SUBMIT
TO MEET ESEA REQUIREMENTS FOR SCIENCE STANDARDS AND ASSESSMENTS

2.0 - ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT STANDARDS

1. Report, for 2007-08, of the number and percent of students with disabilities assessed in science
on alternate assessments based on alternate achievement standards (VAAP), alternate assessments
based on grade-level standards (VGLA and VSEP), and those included in the regular SOL
science assessments with and without accommodations.

4.0 - TECHNICAL QUALITY

1. Documentation for VAAP validity and VGLA validity must be expanded to include test score
correlations to internal or external variables.

2. Science SOL test score and high school EOC science subject-score reliability estimates for the
economically disadvantaged subgroup.

3. Documentation for science VGLA and science VAAP consistency including reliability estimates,
SEM and evidence of generalizability.

4. Evidence that accommodated science SOL test administration conditions (e.g., read aloud and
audiotape accommodations) for limited English proficient (LEP) students and students with
disabilities (SWD) allow for valid inferences about students’ knowledge and skills, which can be
combined meaningfully with scores from non-accommodated administration conditions.

5.0 - ALIGNMENT

1. Science SOL tests and science VGLA alignment studies, including evidence that science
assessments measure higher-order thinking skills and student understanding of challenging
content, and a plan to address the results.

6.0 - INCLUSION

1. 2007-08 science assessment reports confirming that all students, including LEP students, in grade
5 are included in the assessment system.

7.0 - REPORTING

1. Science EOC, SOL, VAAP, and VGLA parent reports including descriptors that describe what
students know and can do at different performance levels.



