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Performance Measurement Initiative

The Academy for Educational Development (AED), in collaboration with MPR Associates, Inc., and Johns Hopkins University, has been selected to undertake the U.S. Department of Education, Office of Vocational and Adult Education’s (OVAE) Performance Measurement Initiative (PMI).  This initiative will explore the feasibility of a new performance accountability system for secondary and postsecondary education, including career and technical education.  This system is intended to enhance the ability of states, districts, secondary schools and postsecondary institutions to gather and report data on students’ academic performance, transition to postsecondary education and employment, and other important outcomes. 

The project will be implemented with five states, chosen through a competitive review process, that will test performance indicators and measures, design data collection strategies, and identify effective ways to use data for program management and improvement.  A ten-person, independent Assessment and Accountability Working Group (AAWG) will provide input into and oversee all activities of the project.   

Among the key activities and outcomes of the project:

· State Team Selection and State Team Meetings – Five state teams will be selected to participate in all phases of the project.  Participation will involve state team forums and meetings to provide training, orientation, and ongoing support for the project.

· Report on Current State and Postsecondary Performance Management Systems – A report will be prepared that summarizes the current state of secondary and sub-baccalaureate assessment and accountability systems.  The report will review state systems of academic and technical skills standards, assessments, accountability, and reporting, with an emphasis on the five states selected for participation in the project.  The report will also review emerging research, development, and theoretical work on accountability and reporting systems, and discuss how this research might be incorporated into the project.

· Final Report – This report will highlight findings from the first 18-month phase of the project.  
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