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Project Update

On July 26-27, 2004, the Division of Adult Education and Literacy (DAEL) at the U.S. Department of Education kicked off its reading reform project, STudent Achievement in Reading (STAR), in Washington, DC.  Participants included the National Technical Assistance Team (TA Team) and state teams composed of adult education directors, reading content specialists, professional developers, and data staff.

Six states have been selected to participate in the STAR project:  California http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/ae/; Connecticut http://www.state.ct.us/sde/deps/adult/index.htm; Illinois http://www.iccb.state.il.us/HTML/adulted/adulted.html; Maine http://www.umaine.edu/call/; Ohio http://www.ode.state.oh.us/ctae/adult/ABLE/ ; and South Dakota http://www.state.sd.us/dol/abe/.

The STAR project is designed to improve reading instruction at the intermediate level, which represents about 60 percent of the federally supported adult learners, by grounding instructional practices in science-based research.  In order to effect this change, policies and professional development systems that support instructional change must be in place.  The project will, therefore, focus on three areas: utilizing data for policy development; building a professional development system to support change; and reforming reading to use evidence-based practices.

Cheryl Keenan, DAEL Director, opened the event by presenting a vision of reading reform in adult education and literacy based on the existing research.  Her presentation paved the way for dynamic presentations from the TA Team and a discourse between state teams and the TA Team on how to implement reading reform in each state.  

Following the keynote, members of the technical assistance and state teams explored ways to:

· Understand the reading research;

· Use existing state data to make policy;

· Expand professional development systems;

· Evaluate the impact of using evidence-based practices in reading; and

· Disseminate best practices that emanate from the project.

The cornerstone of the STAR project is the research-based toolkit for reading instruction.  It is designed to help intermediate level reading teachers incorporate evidence-based reading practices into the instruction of intermediate ABE reading learners.  In its introduction, the toolkit explores science-based research that is available to adult educators.  Eight subsequent chapters provide tools to identify an adult learner’s reading level, identify research profiles, explain the benefits of grouping learners, explore the four components of reading (alphabetics, fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension), plus list resources and references for the adult educator.

The TA team is now working with each state to develop a state technical assistance plan.  Each plan will include training that starts in October 2004.  

Current information is available on the OVAE/DAEL website at: http://www.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ovae/pi/proginit.html or by contacting the DAEL program lead, 

Daniel Miller, at 202-245-7731.
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