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Organization of U.S. Education:

The Local Role

The local level of control is the heart of the U.S. education system at the primary and secondary levels.  Local communities operate schools, implement and enforce state laws and policies, develop and implement their own educational policies, hire and supervise professional teaching staffs, and raise money to pay for schools (usually through property taxes plus special bond issues).

SCHOOL DISTRICT RESOURCES

Public education at the local level is organized by school districts, of which there are over 14,000.  These districts are governed by school boards comprised of elected citizens who exercise broad policy oversight of operations, budgets, and staff, and may oversee local school curricula within state guidelines.  Local education agencies perform operational oversight and administrative support for U.S. public pre-primary, primary, and secondary schools as well as many special education, adult learning, and vocational training centers.  School boards generally oversee district operations via professional district superintendents and district administrative staffs. 

Local agencies do not usually exercise authority over local private schools or higher education institutions, except for a few municipally operated public colleges and universities.

National School Boards Association (NSBA) provides information, resources, and databases related to the work of the over 14,000 local school boards across the United States.

School District Demographic System (SDDS) is a national cooperative database on the characteristics of American local school districts administered by the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES).

American Association of School Administrators (AASA) is the national association for chief executives, usually called superintendents, of local school districts. 

RELATED LOCAL GOVERNMENT RESOURCES

U.S. Conference of Mayors Education Page provides information about educational issues and initiatives of importance to the municipal governments within the United States.

National Association of Counties (NACO) provides information on policies and initiatives concerning education of interest to the county governments within each U.S. state and some territories.

URBAN AND RURAL SPECIAL INTEREST RESOURCES

Council of the Great City Schools (CGCS) is a national association of the local education authorities in the largest U.S. metropolitan areas and provides information related to issues affecting urban and inner city education.

Urban Superintendents Association of America (USAA) is a national organization bringing together the chief school executives of major metropolitan school districts to work on issues of common concern.

Organizations Concerned About Rural Education (OCRE) is a coalition of national associations involved in issues and initiatives related to education outside U.S. cities and suburbs.

National Rural Education Association (NREA) is an association promoting relations among rural area schools and school districts.

PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT

Parent organizations are important components of education at the local level.  Parental involvement is essential to U.S. primary and secondary education and is organized in every school district, as well as for individual schools.  

ED Parents' Page provides information on the initiatives being taken at the federal level to strengthen parental involvement and make resources available.

EROD Directory of State Parent-Teacher Association Offices provides links and contact information for the state offices that coordinate PTA activity.

National Parent-Teacher Association (NPTA) is a nationwide coalition of organized parent groups in local communities that have developed formal arrangements with individual schools. The PTA provides information on current issues of concern to member chapters and extensive resources. 

National Coalition for Parent Involvement in Education (NCPIE) is an organization that seeks to help parents and schools build effective collaborations, both in regular schooling and special education.

COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS

Community cooperation and support for the schools is an important resource that creates partnerships, provides student work opportunities, contributes extra funds and educational resources, provides supplemental services, and promotes support for the educational program.  School-business partnerships are important resources for investment in local programs and providing learning opportunities for students.
ED Supplemental Services Page provides information and resources for creating local community partnerships.

National Community Education Association (NCEA) is a national organization dedicated to assisting school districts and community partners – businesses, civic organizations, and others – to build learning communities. 

Council for Corporate and School Partnerships is a national organization that continues the work of the National Alliance of Business in helping schools, districts, and business form effective learning collaborations.

SCHOOL CHOICE

School choice involves the provision of educational options for parents and students.  These may be alternatives to traditional public schools, such as magnet schools or public charter schools, or they may include voucher and other programs to enable private schools to be part of school choice programs.  In all U.S. states, choice also includes the legal right for parents to homeschool their children.

ED School Choice Home Page contains definitions of the various choice alternatives and links to information resources for each.
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