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white house initiative on 
Asian Americans & Pacific islanders 

FACT SHEET:  ASIAN AMERICAN AND NATIVE AMERICAN PACIFIC ISLANDER SERVING INSTITUTIONS (AANAPISIs)
The Obama Administration recognizes that to win the future, we must make education a priority for all of our children. To achieve this, the U.S. Department of Education (ED) has requested $8.6 million in FY 2012 to support AANAPISIs. We encourage eligible institutions to visit to apply for designation. 

Background:  The Asian American and Pacific Islander (AAPI) community is one of the fastest growing populations in the U.S.  In fact, projections indicate that by 2050 this population will double in size.  As a result, educating all minority students, including AAPIs, will be critical in achieving President Obama’s 2020 Goal of having the highest proportion of college graduates in the world.  Contrary to the prevailing model minority myth that all AAPIs are well-educated, some AAPIs have staggering educational needs that may be overlooked or masked by aggregate data:  for example, only 14% of Native Hawaiians and Pacific Islanders 25 years of age and older have at least a bachelor’s degree; and 40% of Hmong, 38% of Laotians, and 35% of Cambodians do not complete high school.  Supporting and becoming an AANAPISI will ensure that we not only reach the President’s 2020 goal but address ongoing education disparities in the AAPI community.
Authorized by the Higher Education Opportunity Act of 2008, the AANAPISI program increases the self-sufficiency of eligible higher education institutions by improving academic programs, institutional management, and fiscal stability.  AANAPISIs seek to increase participation and academic attainment of ALL low income, high-need students, and serve communities with high poverty and Limited English Proficiency rates.

Eligibility: To qualify for an AANAPISI grant, an institution must have at the time of application, an enrollment of undergraduate students that is at least ten percent Asian American and Native American Pacific Islander students.  At least 50% of an applicant institution’s degree-seeking students must receive financial assistance under one or more of the following programs:  the Federal Pell Grant, Federal Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant (FSEOG), Federal Work Study (FWS), or the Federal Perkins Loan.  Institutions must first apply for designation of eligibility and be deemed eligible to compete for an AANAPISI grant.  Institutions may direct grants toward construction or renovation of instructional facilities, purchase of educational materials, development of faculty and curriculum, and support of student services.   Similar to other Minority Serving Institutions, AANAPISI grants are not directed to a specific student group but strengthen overall institutional capacity and foster community development through partnerships with community organizations.  As a result, an AANAPISI designation also can be a pathway to additional federal and private resources to assist underserved communities. 

A 2009 report by the Congressional Research Service (CRS) (available at www.aapi.gov) identified at least 116 institutions that meet the AANAPISI eligibility criteria.  As of FY 2010, only 27 institutions had received an AANAPISI designation, of which 15 had received funding.  The average annual grant amount is $300,000.  

Past and Current Recipients of AANAPISI Grants:

City College of San Francisco (CA) 

Seattle Comm. Colleges (WA) 

Univ. of Maryland-College Park (MD)  

Univ. of Hawaii at Hilo (HI)

Foothill-De Anza Comm. College (CA) 

Guam Comm. College (GU)

Santa Monica College (CA)

CUNY – Queens College (NY)

Coast Comm. College (CA)  

Mission Comm. College (CA)  

Peralta Comm. College (CA)

Richland College (TX) 

Univ. of Guam (GU)

Univ. of Illinois at Chicago (IL) 

Univ. of Massachusetts at   Boston (MA)

Other FY 2012 Budget Highlights for the AAPI Community:
The budget also requests $49 billion for non-Pell discretionary appropriations, an increase of $2 billion and nearly $29 billion for Pell grants discretionary funding—an increase of $5.4 billion. Nearly 10% of AAPI college undergraduates nationally enroll at AANAPISIs and a high proportion receive Pell grants. 
The Administration also proposes $40 million for fiscal year 2012 to fund for the first time the Honorable Augustus F. Hawkins Centers of Excellence program to increase the quality and number of new minority teachers trained at minority-serving institutions, including AANAPISIs.  Under this program, discretionary grants of up to 5 years in duration would be awarded competitively to eligible institutions of higher education to reform and expand their teacher preparation programs.  The minimum grant amount is $500,000. Given the current budget climate, these increases demonstrate President Obama’s commitment to education.
RESOURCES
To learn how to elevate your voice and help your community, visit the White House Initiative on Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders.  
For more information on the Asian American and Native American Pacific Islander Serving Institutions, visit Asian American and Native American Pacific Islander Serving Institutions Program.  
For more information about U.S. Department of Education’s FY 2012 Budget, visit U.S. Department of Education; on ED’s efforts to promote college completion, visit College Access and Completion; on  

investments in Early Childhood Education, visit Investments in Early Learning; on investments for English Learners, visit Supporting English Learners; on investments for Individuals with Disabilities, visit Supporting Individuals with Disabilities; and on support for Native American, Alaska Native, and Native Hawaiian Education, visit Commitment to Native Americans, Alaska Natives, and Native Hawaiians
To learn more about the Initiative’s Educational Pod priorities, offer feedback, or get more engaged in our work, contact Ryan Edgar at ryan.edgar@ed.gov 
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