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Honorable Members of the National Mathematics Advisory Panel:  Thank you for the opportunity to speak to you today. I am Janie Zimmer from Research-Based Education, speaking on behalf of the National Council of Supervisors of Mathematics or NCSM, an organization of leaders in mathematics education. I serve on the NCSM Board.

First of all, we would like to tell you that NCSM greatly appreciates the work of the National Mathematics Advisory Panel throughout the past year and a half. We realize how important your task is to the advancement of mathematics education. We thank you for your efforts, and we are hopeful that your final report will have an impact on the children in our nation. 

 NCSM has appreciated the opportunity in the past to address the Panel, and we appreciate the opportunity today to provide further input prior to your final report. NCSM sent written input to the panel about a week ago, and that input is most likely in your binders. 

The input that we sent touched on several issues – some issues addressed to the entire Panel and some to different Task Groups. Today, however, I would again like to highlight what we see as the most critical issue in the work of this Panel, and that is equity – the opportunity for every student to achieve a high level of mathematics. 

As we examine the total work of the Panel, we currently see few references to equity and the opportunity for every student to achieve high levels of mathematics in order to be prepared to be successful in algebra. There are some references to students with learning disabilities, and a reference to gifted and talented students, but at this time – or prior to this meeting – we see none addressing the needs of those from poor families, those whose native language is other than English, those who have diverse learning styles, those students of color, and those who have strong and different cultural backgrounds. We realize that you are still in the early stages of your report, yet must emphasize that the needs of these students must be woven into this report in a more robust way. 

In his most recent book, "The Art and Science of Teaching" Robert Marzano references many affirmed research studies that highlight the importance of adult/teacher lesson planning for instruction that can significantly impact student achievement. He emphasizes percentile gains based on teacher actions and commitments. Some action steps are:

a.  Lesson-planning action steps that reap the benefit of student engagement

b. 
What teachers can do to help students effectively interact with new knowledge

c. 
Research-informed percentile gains in student achievement based upon:

· Small Chunks

· Summarizing

· Questioning

· Cooperative Learning

d. Engagement in lesson planning action steps that reap the benefit of student interaction with new knowledge

e. Establishing and maintaining appropriate and effective positive relationships with students.

In the Third Annual Brown Lecture in Educational Research, Linda Darling-Hammond presented “The Flat Earth and Education: How America’s Commitment to Equity Will Determine Our Future.” Our poorest, most needy students often have the least access to the best teachers and proper resources, she states. Study after study documents that there are significant differences in factors such as class size, school size, teacher quality, curriculum quality, and availability of resources and equipment in what is found in our affluent suburban schools compared with what is found in our center city schools that are the homes of many of our African-American and Latino students.  “Much of the difference in school achievement between minority students and others is due to the effects of the unequal school opportunities and, in particular, greatly disparate access to high-quality teachers and teaching.” (Darling-Hammond, p. 322). 

In addition, tracking persists in the face of growing evidence that it does not substantially benefit high achievers and tends to put low achievers at a serious disadvantage (Hoffer,1992; Kulik and Kulik, 1982; Oakes, 1985; Slavin, 1990), in part because good teaching is a scarce resource and thus must be allocated. (Darling-Hammond, p. 324).

Today, the world IS flat – and in this flat world the United Stated is dramatically loosing ground educationally. We set standards; yet we continue to struggle as a nation. Most of the top-achieving countries now graduate virtually all of their students from high school; while the graduation rate for the United States is about 70% – and for cities such as Baltimore, Detroit and New York, the graduation rate is less than 50%.  (USA Today, 6/20/06)

Possibly more than any other recommendation, the recommendations of equal access and equal opportunity – the recommendations of equity are the ones that need to be made by you, and need to made very strongly so that students who are now truly being left out will begin to be given the strong education that is their right.  

Once again, NCSM thanks the Panel for the tremendous amount of work and time that you have put into this project, and for reading and hearing our response. We support you and look forward to your final report. In the few months that remain before that report, NCSM again invites you to call upon us to help inform your work and to provide support in any way we can.

Again, thank you for the opportunity to address this Panel.
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