
Preliminary List of Burdensome Regulations

Advisory Committee on Student Financial Assistance

Suggested Regulation
Regulatory Citation (references 

are to 34 CFR unless stated 
otherwise)

Academic Competitiveness Grant (ACG) & National Science and 
Mathematics Access to Retain Talent (SMART) Grant Programs--
Determining eligibility

691.6; 691.15; 691.62 - .65

ACG & National SMART Grant Programs--Mandatory 
participation

690.7(a); 691.7(a),(b)

Administrative cost allowances 673.7; 690.10

Authorization to deliver parent PLUS loan funds to the student
No current regulation; new regulation(s) 
requested to add clarification to 668.164(d); 
668.165(b); 682.604(b)(2); 685.303(c )

Authorization to open bank account on behalf of student 668.14(c)(3)(i)

Cohort default rate exemptions 682.603(i)(1)(i); 682.604(c)(5)(i); 
682.604(c)(8)(i),(ii)

Conflicting Information 668.16(b)(3), (f)

Constitution Day Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2005, 
Section 111 in Division J

Delayed student loan disbursement 682.604(c)(5); 685.303 (b)(4)
Entrance counseling for student loan borrowers 674.16(a); 682.604(f); 685.304

Escheating of Title IV refund checks (a/k/a Return of uncashed 
credit balance checks) 668.164(h)

Federal Pell Grant eligibility calculations 690.62 - .66

Federal Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant (FSEOG) 
priority awarding criteria

676.10

I-9 Form Requirement for Federal Work Study positions
Statutory requirement under federal agency 
other than U.S. Department of Education

Income-Based Repayment (IBR)--Consistent treatment of 
borrowers applying for IBR plan

No current regulation; new regulation(s) 
requested to add clarification to 
682.209(a)(6)(v)(C ) and 682.215(e)

Independent student definition HEA Section 480(d)
Late charges under student loan programs (Federal Stafford/Direct 
loans) 682.202(f); 685.202(d)

Late disbursements of Title IV aid 668.164(g)(2)
Loan fees in cost of attendance Higher Education Act, Section 472
Loan rehabilitation and Title IV reinstatement timeframes for on-
time payment

682.200(b); 682.405(b)(1)(i)(c )

Loan repayment schedules--Alignment No current regulation; requested new 
regulation(s)

90/10 rule 668.14(b)(16); 668.28
Non-allowable charges (crediting student aid toward) 668.164(d)
Notices and authorizations under cash management rules 668.165
Notification of changes in institutional information 600.21
Overaward and overpayment tolerances 673.5; 682.604(h); 685.303(e)
Penalty for consecutive high cohort default rates (Federal 
Stafford/Direct loans)

668.187

Preferred lending arrangements for university-affiliated 
endowment associations/foundations

601.1; 601.21
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Prior award year charges 668.164(d)(2)
Processing the borrower's loan proceeds and counseling borrowers 682.604(b)(2)(iv)
Proration of annual loan limits 682.204(a),(c),(d); 685.203(a),(b),(c)(2)

Refunding PLUS Loans; Handling parent PLUS overawards 682.204(h); 682.604(h), (i)

Reporting and Consumer Disclosures (campus crime, fire safety, 
FISAP, graduation rates, IPEDS, music downloading, placement 
rates, textbook information, reporting by race/ethnicity/gender, 
etc.); Overlapping and inconsistent timeframes; Expansion in 
volume and scope of reports and disclosures

668.41 - .48

Reporting of foreign gifts and contracts Higher Education Act, Section 117
Return of Title IV funds 668.22
Satisfactory academic progress (SAP) 668.34
Self-certification of non-Title IV student loans 601.11
Short-term programs' completion and placement rates 668.8(d)(3), (e),(f), (g)

Stafford/PLUS funds received at multiple institutions
No current regulation; requested new 
regulation(s) to add specificity to 668.32(g)(2); 
682.201(a)(1); 685.200(a)(1)(iii)

Teacher Education Assistance for College and Higher Education 
(TEACH) Grant eligibility rules

686.21 - .25 and 686.31 - .32

Teacher loan forgiveness forbearance 682.216(e)(1)(i) 
Total and permanent disability discharge 674.61; 682.402(c ); 685.213
Two Federal Pell Grants in one award year (determining 
eligibility)

690.67

Verification 668.51 - .61
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